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The SPEAKER took the Chair at

4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION — RAILWAY
CROSSINGS.

Mr. SWAN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, In view of the number of
serious and fatal accidents that have re-
cently occurred at level erossings on onr
rajlways, will he take steps to have
erossing  keepers appointed to the
various dangerous crossings within the
suburban area? 2, Will he consider the
advisability of appointing as crossing
keepurs some of the ex-employees of the
railway serviee who have been re-
trenched on account of their age?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1 and 2, The matter is at the
present time receiving the careful con-
sideration of the Commissioner.

LEVEL

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK,
ADVANCES ON MACHINERY.

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for Ap-
vicelture: What aclion has been taken
to give effect to the third paragraph of
subsection (d) of Section 28 of ‘‘The
Agrieultural Bank Act Amendment Aect,
19092’

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: Each applicant for re-
gisiration under Section 28 (d) of ‘*The
Agriculfural Bank Act Amendment Act,
1909,%? is renuired to furnish particulars
of the rate of wages paid to his em-
ployees. There is no local award govern-
ing this branch of industry, and the
Trustees are guided in determining the
“‘ruling rate’’ by a comparison of the
different pay lists and their knowledge
of the industry.
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QUESTION—LAMBSY FOR EXPORT.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, How many carcases of
frozen lambs were imported into Wesi-
ern Australia last year? 2, When, ac-
cording to his estimate, does he antici-
pate that there will be a sarplus of
lminbs available for export? 3, What
will the average price per lb. realised
require Lo be to ensure to the farmer a
net return of 8s. per lamb of average
weight ¥

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, No lambs were im-
poried, but abont 30,000 mnutton ecar-
cases, including light weights, were
brought inte the State. It is probable
some of this meat was originally in-
tended fur the London market, 2, After
allowing for the 500,000 sheep killed for
local consumption, the sheep flocks of
the State increased during the past year
to the extent of 634,000, Half of the
sheep in Western Australia are in the
agricultural districts. The building of
abattoirs and export works at Fremantle
will open up a market in the old world,
and as soon ss growers are thus assured
that they will be able to sell their lambs,
rams will be introduced for breeding
sheep more suitable for export than the
Merino. There are at present about five
and a-half million sheep, including
lambs, in the State, and allowing for
the retention of ewe lambs for further
breeding, we should have 200,000, at
least, available for export. 3, After
allowing for the pelt, it is believed that
the transmission charges will be about
1s. per carease. Londeu favours lambs
from 31lbs. to 36lbs. in weight, and tak-
ing an average weight of 321bs., a price of
3%d. would bave to be realised to return
8s. net to the grower. During the past
three years, the average price realised
was four and five-sixths pence (4 5/6d.).

QUESTION—TOURIST BUREAU OF-
FICER.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Premier: 1,
Has the officer recently placed in con-
trol of the State Tourist Burean had any
previous experience as a tourist agent?
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2, What were the reasons which induced
the Minister, when considering an ap-
pointment. to the position, to overlook
the claims of Mr. Robinson who, since
its inception, acted as tourist-manager
for the Caves Board, which board was
.appointed and maintained by the Gov-
ernment ¢

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2,
The officer appointed in charge of the
newly-crealed I[mmigration and Tourist
Branch of the Colonial Secretary’s De-
partment is an officer of the department;
has had seven years’ experience of simi-
lar duties, and was appointed on the re-
commendation of the Pablie Service Com-
missioner in aceordance wilh the Pub-
lic Service Act. The appointmeni of a
iourisi officer is now being considered by
the Public Service Commissioner. Had
Mr. Robinson applied for this position
his qualifications would have been given
every consideration.

QUESTION—ABATTOIRS, KAIL-
GOOQRILIE.

My, JACOBY asked the Minister for
Agrieulture: 1, Which Goveroment de-
pavtment prepared the designs of the
Kalgoorhie abatteirs? 2, What was the
original estimated cost of eonstrueting
same? 3, Whai was the actual eost?
4, What is now the cost, to the butehers

nsing these abattoirs. of slaughtering
there ?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-

TURE replied: 1. The Public Works De-
partment, in conjunetion with the Con-
troller of Abattoirs. 2, £20,000. 3.
£17,580 to date. Some additions are
contemplated to meet the increased re-
gquirements of the business. 4, The
charges {including health inspection fee)
are as follows:—For every ox, cow, bull.
heifer, or steer, 3s.; For every sheep.
lamb, or goat, 9d.; for every head of
swine, or ealf, 1s.; for the use of sale
vards for auvetion sales, 14 per cent. on
all sales; for use of digester with steam.
2s, per hour: for use of rendering kettle
for suet, 1s. per hour.
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QUESTION—BETTING PROSECU-
TIONS.

Mr. BATH (for My, Collier) asked the
Attorney General: 1, Have members of
the poliee force been instrueted to prose-
cute persons found hetting at goldfields
sports meetings? 2, Were sueh instruc-
tions intended to applv to all sports
gatherings? 3, I1f ndt, will the Minister
state under what authority he claims to
differentiate between sporting bodies in
the administration of au Aect?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Yes. 2, No. 3, Under the diseretion
vested in the Exeeutive to prosecute or
otherwise, according to the vircum-
stanees,

QUESTION — STATE BATTERY,
MENZIES.

Me, TAYLOR (for Mr, Gourley) asked
the Minister for Mines: 1, Have ar-
rangements heen made with one of the
banks at Meuzies whereby prospectors
erushing at the Menzies State batiery
ean obtain payment for their tailings
within 14 days after the eompletion of
the assayv? 2, What are the conditions
as arranged for payment of tailings by
the bank? 3., Why was this arrange-
ment for paymeni of tailings not made
general at other Sfate batteries where
the same facilities for payment existed?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1. No. 2, T am not aware of the

conditions npou whieb the banks would
make the advances. All we have done
in this respeet is bo make aur procura-
tion wrders absolute. 3. Answered by
Na. 1.

QUESTION — FOREIGNERS ON

MINES.
Mr, TAYLOR (for Mr. Goutley)
asked the Minister for Mines: 1, Were

immediate instructions ziven to Warden
Clifton, of Lawlers, to proceed to the
Vivien mine and aseertain if the report
of the secretary of the Miners' Urion
at Vivien was correet, to 1he effeet thai
a number of foreiguers were employed
who could not speak the English langu-
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age? 2, On what date were instructions
given to Warden Clifton? 3, Can the
Minister fnrnish any reason why the
warden refused to comply with his re-
quest? 4, Has any investigation been
made? If so, when, and by whom?
What was the nature of the investiga-
tion ¥

The JMINISTER FOR MINES ve-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The complaint was
received by me from the hon. member on
May 27th, and on that date instructions
were wired to the warden to hold an
inquiry. 3, On June Bth the warden
wired that he had been ill from influenza
and had then to leave for Sandstone,
but wonld hold an inquiry on his return
in aboui a fortnight. On June 18th he
wrote from Sandstone protesting against
being instructed to hold the inquiry, for
the reason that if a breach of the Aet
had been ecommitted any proceedings
taken would require to be heard by him
under the provisions of Section 60 of
the Act. The justice of this contention
was recognised and the mining regis-
trar was then entrusted with the duty.
4, Yes. On July 16th the mining regis-
trar and inspector of mines visited the
mine and in the presence of the super-
intendent and seeretary of the Miners’
Union examined 26 foreigners. It was
not clear from the report whether there
had been a contravention of the Aect,
but further inquiries are being made
with a view to a prosecution should such
appear to be the case.

QUESTION — RAILWAY PROJECT,
LEONORA-LAWLERS,

Mr. TAYLOR (for Mr. Gourley)
asked the Premier: Is it fhe intention
of the Government to bring down a Bill
this session foi the eonstruction of the
Leonora-Lawlers railway? If not, why
not?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, A
Bill making provision for a railway to
Lawlers will in all probability be intro-
dueed. ’

203
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fifth Day.
Resumed from the 4th August.
Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): May I,

at the outset ¢of my remarks congratu-
late the member for Fremantle (M.
Murphy) on having had the honour cou-
terred on him of moving the Address-in-
Reply to His Exeellency’s Speech. 1 re-
roember very well when the hon. member
addressed the House he paraded the fact
that he required some consideration from
hon. members because he was new to his
surroundings. May 1 claim the same
consideration on this oceasion, being new
to the position that I am at present oceu-
pying. While new to the position, how-
ever, may 1 point out that the
member for Fremantle is new in
the same sense as an old coat
which has been sent te the e¢leaner
and which has been dyed and returned.
The hon. member is new 1o this Chamber,
but he is not new to Legislative Assem-
blies, in which he has previously had some
experience. The hon. member certainly
changed his abode when he left New
South Wales and came to Western Aus-
tralia, and apparently he also changed
his opinions, and, moreover, not only kis
opinions but his prineciples.

Mr. Murphy: The member for Kan-
owna can tell you that is not true.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not refleet on another hon. member
iz that way.

Mr. Murphy:
made a mistake,

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member is
sitting behind what may be termed 2 con-
servative (GGovernment, and while a mem-
ber of the New South Wales Parliament
he posed as a Labour member. T eannot
see anything in keeping between the
principles of a Labour man and those of
the present Government and their fol-
lowers. I might refer at the outset to
the fact that we have had presented to us
a rather lengthy Speech from the Gover-
nor, and, undoubtedly, the eountry and
ihis House should be thankfol to His
Excelleney for his patience in having
to sit for the time that he did in reading

I mean that he has
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it to hon. members. In many places 1t
was only made up of parrot phrases, the
same old things we hear year after year.
We were told that everything was pros-
pering; that the gold mining and the
agricaltural industries were both in a
prosperous condition, and that the Gov-
ernment had constroeted railways, were
construeting railways, and hoped to con-
strnet more in the future. But I am
douhtful if any hon. member could find
in that Speech any definite statement
giving mueh hope for the future. We
have been told that it is the intention of
the Govermment to reintroduece during the
present session a Bill for the reform of
the Legislative (ouneil. We have heard
that so fregnenfly that one begins to
wonder whether the Governmeni are
suffieiently earnest in this matter to be
determined 1o see it carried into effect.
Intentions are all very good, but hon.
members know that the gentleman who
previously filled the position now occu-
pied by our Premier—] refer to Sir C.
H. Rason—announced to the couniry so
far back as 1905 that it was parl of ihe
poliey of the Government to reform the
lezislative Counneil. Yet nothing had
been done when that gentleman retired
from his position to take up the more
exalted pust of Agent-Ceneral in London.
On coming into oflice the present P’re-
mier made a somewhat similar statement
in 1906: hut we had several sessious of
Parliament before the general elections,
and no effort was made on the part of
the Government to bring down a measure
providing for a reduction of the Legisla-
tive Council’s franchise. Last session,
however, we did receive a Bill having
such a veduetion for its object, and it was
passed through this Chamber and reached
another place. Hon. members of that
place, however, took the earliest oppor-
tunity of throwing the Bill out, Cer-
tainly it was not that a majority of mem-
bers voted against it; yet the Govern-

ment did not secure a sufficient
constitutional majority to effeet its
passing. So we find that siuce

1905 the Government have adopted
the reform of the Legislative Council as

rart of their poliey. notwithstanding
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which we are apprueaching another gen-
eral eleetion znd nothing has been ae-
complished. May [ say in respeet to
matters of this kind dealing with reforms
of the Cogostitution, that when a definite
promise is made to the country nothing
should be allowed to prevent its being
fultilled straightway—it, indeed, the Gov-
ernment are genuine in their desire to
keep their promise. If the present Gov-
ernment are sincere in {his avowed de-
sire they will not permit this scssion to
close until another place has accepted
this part of their policy——a part which,
as a wmatter of fact, has heen received in
the shape of a maundate from the eountry.
May I say, too, in conneetion with this
matter, that we weie recently faced with
an eleetion for that Chamber. I know that
many candidates preseated themselves
who, notwithstanding the popular belief
that there is ne parly in another place,
stated definitely they were followers of
the Moore Government, and on that
seore appealed to the eleetors. Bui [ have
no recollection of hearmg that any Min-
ister of the Crown or supporter of the
(Government had gone into the provinee
urging that the electors should return a
candidate who would support the reform
of the Legislative Council. If the Gov-
ernmen| are really sincere in their desire
to bring about this reform Ministers and
their supporters on that oceasion should
have urged the electors to return only
those candidates who would support that
part of their poliey, Yet nothing of tle
kind was done, and so I think | aw justi-
fied in saying Ministers are not earnest
in their desire to reform another place,
The long period during which this pro-
position has been before the country and
the House without its actually being put
into operation leads me i{o believe that
the Government are only desirous of
placing this matter before the country
with a view to refaining their positions
on the Treasury Bench, We have heard
a good deal, too, from His Excellency
the Governor about the development of
the agrieultural industry; and let me say
that, although representing a goldfields
constitueney, [ consider the development
of this industry as being of primary im-
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portanee t0 Western Australia. Do not
let me be misunderstood in a2 statement
of that kind., I recognise with the Min-
ister for Lands—as enunciated by him in
a statement made to the House the other
evening—that the development of our
gold mining indusiry bas made possible
the development of the agricultural in-
dustry. We must not permit ourselves to
gaze only on the one industry and negleci
the other; because every hon. member
will recognise the benefits that have ae-
erued from the gold mining industry in
Western Australia. In passing, I regret
however, that the Govermment have notl
given that attention to the gold mining
industry which it deserves at their hands.
But, dealing with the development of the
agrienltural industry, let me say that to
my mind some of the proposals of the
Government are very much in advance of
tbe times. Only this evening we have
heard in a Ministerial reply to a
question asked by the member for
Swan, that last year 30,000 car-
cases of sheep were imported into
the State. Yet we are told that the
(Government propose to construct freez-
ing works and furnish other facilities for
the export of lambs to outside markets.
What does this mean? Either we are not
yet meeting local demands, or else the
proeducers in other couniries are more
than able to compete with our own pro-
ducers.

Mr, Angwin: They send the wastrels
here,

Mr. SCADDAN: Probably so, but if
we are to send lambs out of the State
thex will be our best, otherwise the en-
terprise will be a failure from the out-
set. And if we are going to send the
best and keep the wastrels here, then
from the standpoint of the community
the outlook in respect to the meat supply
is not very bright. In any ¢ase I am
doubtfnl whether this money could not
he better utilised in other directions in
advancing the agricultural indunstry. Let
me state one or two things which, to my
mind, should he undertaken at the ear-
liest possible opportunity. Our wheat
supply has onigrown the local demand.
and, according to the prospects of the

present season, we are going to have a
huge amount of wheat to be exported
after next harvest. I say the Govern-
ment should assist those desirous of ex-
porting but who are really at the merey
of the middlemen. Why could not the
{fovernment come to the assistapce of
the small farmer who in the experi-
mental, or al least initial, stages, is evm-
pelled to go cap in band te merchants in
order that he might be enabled to carey
onn until he reaps his crop? He is thas
compelled to take any price offered by
these mecchants; and while we are ex-
porting a ceriain quantity of wheat at
prices quoted in the world’s market, it
is very doubtful if the Farmers of West-
ern Australa are reeeiving lhe full value
for their produet. lu my opinion the
Government should devise some means
for collecting this wheat and making
advances to the farmers, and doing the
shipping and exporting themselves. T
believe it would be to the advan-
tage of the State, and I am eertain it
would be to the advantage of the farm-
ing community as a whole, I under-
stand it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to provide in the near future better
facilities at Fremantle for the export of
wheat., 1 desire to say on my own be-
half, and I believe on behalf of the mem-
hers on this side of the House, that the
Guvernment will have our support in the
provision of the most up-to-date and ap-
proved methods of wheat haudling. We
desire to keep down the cost of hand-
ling as much as possible, for otherwise
the profit will be taken from the farmer
and will ge into the hands of the middle-
men and others entitled tn make charwes
for handling. T think, too. the time has
arrived when the Government might un-
dertake the evection of a State flour mill.
As the Government know, members on
this side of the House have continnally
advoeated the State manufaeture of agri-
eultural implemenis. I believe the hour
is here when this should be undertaken
to the material advantage of the farm-
ine community. Then we are faced with
this position: I know of many eases of
farmers having been compelled in the
early stages nf their operations to apply
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to merchants for temporary assistance to
tide them over their worst diffieulties;
and the result has been that in a numnber
of instanres when the time has come to
meet the bills those farmers have had to
ask for an extension of time in order
that (hey might be able to meet other
bills presented by the Lands Depart-
ment for the paymedt of rent. This
may appear to be a very small matter, and
some hon. members will assert that we
must obtain from men taking up land
a guarantee that they propose to work
it. I agree with that. But what guar-
antee do we receive to-day that those
who actually make application for and
take up land are in earnest in their inten-
tion of working it? There is little or no
guaraniee. And, moreover, let me say
that while this is so the genuine man,
the man genuinely interesied in the de-
velopment of his land, is very often
thrown back many years owing fo lack
of funds. The Agricultural Bank comes
to his assistance in many directions; yet
the assistance thus rendered is not suf-
ficient to keep him from borrowing ont-
side, or obtaining from merchanis and
others his machinery and other appli-
ances neeessary to the proper working
of his land, with the result that he is,
in large measure, at the mercy of these
merchants, Tf we were to give these
deserving farmers some little eonsidera-
tion in the direction of deferring the
payments on their land, it would be of
the utmost value to them.

The Minister for Lands: We always
do so when they ask for if.

Mr. SCADDAN: That is true; but
fines are imposed upon them, and this
does not give them much enconragement.
Then, azain, the independent man is nof
likely tv go to the Minister cap in hand
and ask that his payments may be de-
ferred ; whereas, if there were recognised
a general system of deferred payments,
the same man would be verv glad, per-
baps, to avail himself of the convenience,
Let those desirous of workine the land
understard that for, say, the first three
years ihey would not be called upon to
pay the rent. 'We could even defer pay-
ment of that rent for the first five years,
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abd ebarge interest on the deferred pay-
ments. The State would not be a loser
in any way except, of course, during the
lirst year or two, and it would be of
cousiderable assistanee to many men who
lind it difticult in the early years to keep
their heads above water. The Minister
wust be awave. of the fact that if a man
require land partly improved there is to
difficnlty whatever in obtaining it to-day,
s0 long as he ean pay the price. Al-
though we have in onr Land Aet eertain
conditions which must be complied wiih,
Yet at the same time there is no guar-
antee that the man desirous of working
his land will get over the numerous ini-
tial difficnities connected therewith; con-
sequently, it sometimes happens that
when a seleetor has made partial im-
provemenls he is compelled to hand the
land over to an agent for sale. Secores
of these partially improved holdings are
in the hands of these land agents in
Perth to-day.

Mr. Tavlor: And quite a number not
improved at all.

Mr. SCADDAN: While others, as the
member for Murray pointed out the other
evening, have been genuinely looking for
land for the past few years and have not
been ahle to obtain it, these persons can
get land by some means, and immediately
they wet it they place it in the hands of
an ageut for sale at an enhanced value.
The Minister for Lands will consider
probably that I am drawing on my im-
agination, but only yesterday an instance
came under my notice. A gentleman
came to me and said that he had notieed
the remark made by the member for
Murray, and he thought it well to put
me in the possession of some facts he
had obtained. He had been applying to
the Lands Department for the past three
vears in the interests of his two brothe.s
and bimself. One of them has been en-
gaged as a farm laboorer for the pust
two years and the other is employed in
the city, while one brother is still in
Scotland and is not prepared to come
ont until such time as they ecan obtain

land suitable for their purpose. They
had not been able o obtain land
from 1{he Lands Departmment, and
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one of them went to a certain auctioneer
well known to members in this House
and obtained plans showing land which
he eouid acquire if he eomplied with eer-
tain demands. I find that the names of
the persons to whom the land was ori-
ginally alloited are written aervoss the
face of the lois on the plan.  There
were three blocks consisting in the
aggregate of about 2,300 acres, and in
another case there was a bleck of 903
acres. The two gentlemen who obiained
this land got it in February last, and yet
three mouths later it was in the hands
of a lueal agent for sale, and although
only the first paymenot had been made,
ihe price asked was £250 for the three
lots awgrezating 2,300 acres and £100
for the other block.

The Premier :
provements?

AMx. SCADDAN:
whatever.

The Premier:
no transfer.

Mr. SCADDAN: T guarantee I ean
et a transfer any day.

The Minister for Lands: You cannot.

Mr. SCADDAN: If T could not get a
transfer 1 would get over the diffieulty.
A transfer is not really necessary for the
purpose of changing the holder of the
land. An agreement can be made be-
tween the two persons that when the im-
provements have been completed to the
extent required by the Aet a transfer will
be signed and banded over and put
through the department.

Mr. Gordon: The person runs the risk
of losing the land.

Mr. SCADDAN: The risks are not
areat and the hon. member should know
that. The officers of the department are
very busy in other directions, and they
are not anxious every time an applica-
tion is made for a transfer to send out
men to ascertain whether the eonditions
have been ecomplied with or not; and un-
less their attention is specially drawn to
a case, a transfer is put throogh without
any question.

Mr. Bolton: Who was that land agent?

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member
knows to whom 1 refer. It is not the

‘What were the im-
There were none

Then there wounld be
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first time the same thing has been brought
under the notice of the Government in
connection with this particular pentle-
man. I do not complain that he does it,

because if he did not do it some-
one else would, but the fact re-
mains that this is going on every
day. Men are continually making

applications to members of the Honse to
de something towards getting them land,
and they eannot get it, The Minisler Lias
said that it is his intention to proceed to
the goldfields at an early date to induce
the people there to take up land, but I
can tell the Minister that it is not neces-
sary for him to do this. Every week tie
pevple from the goldfields eome down,
Every time the Land Board has been sit-
ting during the last two or three months
I have had goldfields residents eoming o
me asking me whether I could assist
them before the board to get their land,
I may say I have not given one single re-
commendation yet, beeause I prefer that
the board should deal with eaech case on
its merits, but the fae{ remains that is
the position of affairs. About twe
mouths ago there was a party of three
from the goldfields sent down a represen-
tative to appear before the Land Board
in eonueelion with eertain applications
they had lodged for some land, and while
he was down {he representative saw me.
I told him there was a possibility of his
nol obtaining the land seeing there were
so many applieations before his, and I ad-
vised him to go to the Information Bureau
for information with regard to other
blocks that might be made available i
the futuwre. This gentleman went to the
Information Bureau and asked if he
could get a block of 1,000 to 3,000 acres
within an assored rainfall of 12 inches
and within 15 miles of an existing rail-
way or of any proposed railway; and
without any quibbling on the part of the
officer in the Information Bureau, this
gentleman was told “he could not.”

Mr. Heitmann: That has been the
usual reply for the last twelve months,

Mr. SCADDAN: We are continually
told about the acres that are available for
anyone who requires them, bhut surely the
State has definitely decided that to ask a
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person to grow cereals at a distance of
and greater than 15 miles from a railway
is courting absolute disaster. It is impos-
sible for any man io do it. That was de-
cided years ago. Wheat canuot be grown
profitably it it has to he earted more than
15 miles tv a railway. Yet when a re-
guest was made to a departiment to see
whether land was available within 15 miles
of an existing railway or any proposed
railway and within a 12in. raiufall, the de-
partmment turned round and told the ap-
plieant they had not the land available.
That is o condition of affnirs that should
not exist.

The Minister for Lands: Can yon
give me the name of the officer whe said
that?

Mr. SCADDAN: 1 did not hear the
name of the officer, but it was in the
Information Burean. [ wili fake the
trouble, it the Minister wishies it, wheu I
go to the goldfields to have an interview
with the gentleman mentioned, and I wiil
give the Minister the information.
While mentioning the faet that this is
ihe information given to our loeal resi-
dents, { want to know what sort of policy
it is to induce people to leave England,
where they can almost throw a stone
across from one side of the country to the
other, to come to a place where they have
to go 30 or 40 miles from railway cow-
munication without any school accommo-
dation and where they are perhaps miles
from a neighbour, and to ask them to be
contented and to remain on the land. We
can bring out immigrants, but unless we
provide them with all the facilities that
should be provided such as [ have said—-
school accommodation and other comforts
of life—it is not likely the immigrants
are going to remain on the land, and they
will floek to the towns, That is happen-
ing every day. If hon. members were
near the trades hall in Perth at any time
they would see during any week a num-
ber of immigrants who have not come oul
during recent months, but who have been
ont probably two or three years and made
a gennine endeavour to setile on the land
but have had to leave it to come to
Perth to obtain employment and get
away from the humdrum life in which
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they were existing in the position in
which the Llands Department placed
them. I have no objection to the indue-
ing of immigrants to come to the State
for the purpose of settling on the land,
bul it should be a first essential that the
land is available and that it is within
reasonable distance from railway com-
munication, and that other comforts are
provided for them. I believe Dr. Mout-
gomery wentioned it that if anything wus
vesponsible fov the fact that there wes
au inerease of inmates in the Hospital
for the Insane at Claremont it was the
fact that men were expected to go out
30 or 40 miles in the back country where
there were no comforts provided for them
s0 that eventually they broke down men-
tally and became inmates of the hospital,

The Minister for Mines: There must
have been lots of lunaties in the old days. -

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier sug-
cested the ofher evening that he pro-
posed to constitute an immigration
board for the purpose of dealing with
immigrants. VWhether he intended that
the board should deal with the whole ques-
tion of immigration, the obtaining of
snitable immigrants m the old eountry.
or that the board was merely to attend
to immigrants when they arrived here,
the Premier did not definitely state. 1
hold that if we are going to obtain im-
migrants il is the duty of the Govera-
ment fo see that they are properly ai-
tended to when they onee land in Wes:-
ern Australia, and that if they come here
for the purpose of taking up land no
effort should be spared by the Govern-
ment to provide suitable land in suitable
localities, if possible in localities where
they can be near to each other. At
present if half a dozen immigrants come
from the same town in the old eountry
the system is to send one to Katanning,
oné to Kellerberrin, one to Northam and
one to the South-West, and it is a system
that brings about econsiderable dissatis-
faction. One can imagine them becoming
immediately disgusted with the system.
When they come cut from England they
expect to be able to seftle near each other
and to continue their freindships; but,
unfortunately, owing to the method
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adopted by the Lands Department of
throwing open land in various places and
making no effort to reserve land for
these very people, they are separaied in
some instances by eonsiderable distanees.
The Immigration Commission some years
ago pointed out that it would be neces-
sary {o make the immigrants contented
and to give them some community of in-
terests, but we now send them hundreds
of miles from each other, and very fre-
quently 30 or 40 miles from a town or
from railway communieation, and natur-
ally they become discontented, 1 think
it would be preferable to throw open
certain areas and reserve them for im-
migrants and for immigrants only, and
to confine the immigrants to these areas.
1t would be useless to set land apact for
the purpose of immigrants and allow
them to settle in any other pari of the
State.

Mr. (leorge: That would make another
grievance.

Mr. SCADDAN: I hold that it would

not.

Mr. George: It wonld look as if they
had yellow fever and had to be kept
apart.

Mr. SCADDAN: I do not hold that
view, I hold they would be very much
more contented if their farms were ad-
joining, becanse then they would have
their social gatherings, and they would be
more contented than if they were a hun-
dred or two lhundred miles from each
other. They would not feel strangers in
a strange land wunder new eonditions.
Thev make their friendships on the boat
coming out. but under present eircum-
stances when they settle on the land,
they do not see each other for a number
of years. perbaps not at all. T maintain
this is not the hest method of dealing
with imnigrants. Canada has been more
suepessful because Canada has paid more
attention to the aetnal settlog of the im-
migrants. Canada has been anxious to
settle immigrants on land previously sur-
veved and ent up into blocks on which the
immigrants ean settle and become neigh-
hours. It is a system under which they
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are more contented and I believe it wounld
be suecessful here. Certainly when they
become discontented they flock into the
towns and come into competition with an
already overstocked labour market. If
the hoard the I’remier proposes to create
15 going into the whole question of in-
ducing immigrants to come here with the
genuine desire to restriet immigration to
land settlers, it would certainly meet with
the approval of all who take an interest
in the matter; buat inmigration is ot
confined to agricultural labourers or land
settlers, we are also bringing out domestic
servants. A seleet committee of the
House last session made certain recom-
mendations in connection with the general
poliey of immigration, and one recom-
mendation was that the immigrants’
home should not be used as a hurean for
the purpose of obtaining employment for
domestie servants without any regard for
the conditions under which they wonld be
employed or the wages they wounld re-
ceive. The Government took absolutely
no notice of those recommendations. 1
veninre to assert that the Minister in
charge of the department has never even
read them, and .what do we find? We
find that the very evils existing when that
select eommittee sat are existing to-day,
that the immigrants’ home is used as a
bureau for the purpose of obtaining
echeap domeslic servants, and a bureaun
that takes no care as to the conditions the
women who are sent from there are em-
ploved under. The other day a girl was
sent from the home to an Afghan, and
shortly afterwards she was in the police
eonrt eharged with inhahiting what was
really a place of ill-fame.

Mr. Jacobyx: No, that was not it.

Mr. SCADDAN : Tt was tantamonnt to
that. TLet me tell the member for Swan
that the magistrate had to rescue her
from something worse even than a house
of ill-fame.

Mr. Underwood: The magistrate made
a law which he had no right to do.

Mr, SCADDAX: 1 do not know that
the magistrate ecould compel lier. hut cer-
tainly he persuaded her, and he is to be
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commended for having done so, and for
causing the girl to alter her views.

Mr. Underwood: I think he should be
“sacked.” What right has he to keep
anyone in gaol like that.

Mr. SCADDAN: I do not desire to
deal at length now with the finances of
the State, for the opportunity will pre-
sent itself when the Treasnrer gives ns
his Budget speech at a later stage of the
session. I would say this, however, that
the question arises whether we are going
to continue the loan policy that has heen
in operation for the past few years,
without any consideration as to the
future. I know there is a difference of
opinion in eopnection with the expendi-
ture of loan moneys, aud the attitude of
this party on the guestion has been mis-
understood in some cases. The member
for Murray said that a statement made by
the member for Brown Hill was tant-
amount to one that the Labour party were
opposed to a borrowing policy. I bave
heard no one sitting in this Chamber on
this side of the House say he was up-
posed to burrowing money, but we are
asking that caution should be exercised
in the way in which the money is ex-
pended, We insist that all loan money
shonld he spent in reproductive works.
If one construets a road in an agrieul-
tural district, it is in a sense reproductive,
but only indirectly. We contend that all
works upon which loan money is spent
should be directly reproductive; that is
that the work on whieh the money is ex-
pended should, during the life of that
work, return to the State interest and
sinking fund suflicient for the purpose
of redeeming the loan when it matures.
Unfortunately in recent years the policy
of the GGovernment las been to spend loan
money on works that eannot in any sense
of the term be called reproduetive, such
as the canstruction of roads and bridges,
and also in the direction of the ereetion
of public buildings. T will give one or
two figures in order to show that policy
is betuzx pursued year after year, and will
give eaves where works are now eonstrue-
ted entirely from loan, which in years
gone by were built from revenue. In
the financial vear 1905-6, £13.175 was

[ASSEMBLY .}

spent from revenue on the construction
of State batteries. Now all expenditure
i that direetion is found from loan
money, The sums expended during the
past few years from revenune on public
works, buildings, ete., are as follow:—
1904-5, £337,926; 1905-6, £228,931; 1907-
8, £192977; 1908-4, £175,302; 1909-10,
£120.428.  So it wil be seen that the
amount taken from revenue for the con-
strnction of these works decreased very
eonsiderably every year, and last year we
spent lese from revenue on roads,
bridges, and public buildings than for
many years past. While it cannot be
gainsaid that probably the same work is
being performed by the Government in
the country, tle money iz now being
transferred from revenue expenditure
to that of loan. Soower or later this
poliev must bring us into a position
which all will regret. There have also
been other items transferred from loam
to revenue, and one I wonld mention is
the replacing of obsolete rolling stock.
In 1903-4 we provided £33.787 for that
purpose from revenue: in  1904-5,
€40.331: in 1905-6. £40,454; in 1906-7,
£40.338¢ in 1907-8. £€30.000; hut, since
then, the item has been transferred to
Loan aecount, The Government by this
means have been able to square the led-
2er; hut it is in the interests of the com-
munity that we should achieve that result
by transferring from revenue to loan
aceounts—that is by borrowing money—
for the purpose of providing works
which previously were paid for from
revenue, While we are permitting the
continuation of borrowing year after
vear. as we have done during the past
three or four vears. we might be able
to make our finances halance, but im-
mediately we refrain from borrowing to
this extent. we shall find the pressure on
the finances will he as bad as they were
only last vear. I know some will urge
that many of these works will be to
the benefit of posterity, and that somevne
coming afterwards will gain great advan-
tage from them, One eannot do better in
this eonnection than quote the words of
Professor Thorold Rogers, and none will

say that he is not a man who speaks
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with great authority on this particnlar
question. He says—

There is a commonplace with some
reasoners on this snbjeet, that the gen-
eration to come succeeds to a splendid
inleritance, which the wisdom of a past
age lLas protected, but, of necessity,
has burdened. But what may the fu-
ture gencration say about the legiti-
maey of the eharge? They may retort
that the charge was, after all, a gamb-
ling debr. which the riper intelligence
of a later age has analysed and de-
tected.

Further on he says—

Is the fulure to be indefinitely
pledged to the errors of the past?
And then when we vemember that all
finance is inevitably based on the eon-
tributions of those who work for
wages, aud cannot escape the tax-
gatherers, what may they say in the
future who have no share in the inheri-
tance? Surely the wisest course is tu
pay off the debt as soon as can be, and
inenr as little as possible in the future.

That being the case—

Mr. Jacoby: Is that the case with ail
taxation?

Mr. SCADDAN: By present methods
taxation eventually touches the poor,
and the rvich are not affected. That is
well known in economies.

Mr. Murphy: I am giad.

Mr. SCADDAN: You shouid not be.

Mr. Murphy: Yes, for I am exempt.

Mr. SCADDAN: I am doubtful of
that. 1 would like to make myself clear
on this matter; | am not desirous of pre-
venting the expenditure of loan moneys.
nor onr going on the market, when
necessary, with the objeet of obtaining
money to expand the industries of the
State. There are times when it is neces-
sary. particularly in a voung country like
this, to borrow for that purpose. Pro-
fessor Rogers also says-——

In every eountry which progresses
rvapidly, which adopts means for expe-
diting intercourse between distant
parts of the same poliical union and
does so wiselv, if it ean afford it debts
are necessary and advaotageously in-
curred.
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I agree wills that, but the question arises
as to whether the Government, in their
desire 10 make themselves popular in the
eountry, are likely to vestrict the bovrrow-
ing within their means. Are the Govern-
ment to borrow to an extent that eventu-
ally ihere shail be a ecollapse? [ am .
afraid that if we pursue the policy of
spending money on roads, bridges and
publie buildings, and in other direstious
snch as those, there will be a collapse,
and that it will be more difficult to sguare
the finances than it has been during the
pasl few years. It is possible that the
use o loan moneys to so great an extent
sume years ago really bronght about the
strained finaneial positton that we lave
zine throngh during the past two or
three vears, 1 hope we shall give seri-
ous consideration to this position, and be
more eareful about the spending of loan
money in the future than we have been
in the past. We are promised by the
(Government that, during this session, we
shall be asked to consider various legis-
lative proposals, and among them the
foremost, at all events from the members’
standpeint, will be, T believe, thal of the
redistribution of seats. Qf course we
recognise that at every redistribution
there is an effort on the part of those who
arve responsible for the redistribution,
that is the Government of the day, to
provide that it shall not affect them, ex-
cept favourably. Naturally, therefore,
those sitting in Opposition wateh with
keen auxiety any tmove made by the Gov-
ernment in this direetion. T would not abuse
the (tovernment for adopting this course,
as it is very natural nonder our present
clectoral system. It is not likely that the
Government when making a redistribu-
tion, will do so to their own disadvant-
age and favourable to their opponents.
Their own interests will of course be
paramount. I am looking forward to the
introduction of this measure in order to
see how far the Government ave follow-
ing those evil practices whieh have heen
in operation ever sinee there has been Re-
sponsible Government. It would be
much better if the Government were {o
consider the position that faces us here.
We have a population which is very
shifty,
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Mr. Taylor: The Goverpment also ure
that.

Mr. SCADDAN: The people ave

shifty in their habits in the way of moving
from one town to another, but the Gov-
ernment are shifty in their opinions and
principles,

Mr. Moore: They are not shifty in
their seats though.

Mr, Taylor: We have not put the
lever under them yet.

Mr. SCADDAN: I think that in this
matter it would bave been better if the
Government had considered the question
of making an alteration to our electoral
system. They might have devised some
method which would cause this Parlia-
ment to he a truer reflex of the people
than it is now. The present system pei-
mits, no matter what one does, of a
minority vule in this Chamber, and «
minority rule here means that the wishes
of the people are not heing carried out.
What I mean is that a Government may
be in eontrol of the Treasury benches,
controlling the adminislration and also
the legislation ol the country, and vet
actually in the country they may he in a
minority, brought about by the faet that
we have unequal politieal powers on the
part of those in possession of the fran-
chise.

The Minister for Mines: What about
the member who represents a minority?

Mr. SCADDAN: If the Minister were
to consider those who are representing
minorities he wounld find that there are a
number of members on his side of the
House vepresenting a majority of the con-
stituency hant at the same fime repre-
sentinry a small minority of the ecom-
munity; that is when compared with one
or two silting on this side of the House.
The member for North Perth—and no
donkt the Minister Por Mines has his case
in nind—represents more electors thaa,
n some instances, three members on the
Ministerial side pnt together. That is
what we eall political inequality. Tt =
nseless for members to speak of getting
a majority in a single electorate when
that majority has not an equal voice
with the majority in an adjoining elee-
torate. That is the position at present.
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The Ministry have recognised that it is
due to North Perth, and to some of the
other constituencies, that there should be
an alteration of boundaries, but, as I have
stated, that will not bring about a true
reflex of the country in this Chamber.
You can alter the boundaries as much as
you like, and you will still have the pos-
sibility of a minority of the eountry hav-
ing a majority of representation in Par-
liament.

Mr. Bath: That is the case at present.

Mr. SCADDAN: That is so- as the
hon. member points out. Let me mention
that the Minister for Works represents
Sussex where he obtained only 574 votes,
and yet another Minister asks what about
a member who represents a minority.
The member for North Perth obtained
over 2,000 votes, while in the case of the
Minister for Works 497 votes were casi
against him.  Af Guildford, the member
representing the constituency, who sits
on this side of the House, obtained 1.980
voles, while all his opponents put to-
gether polled only 866; yet those 1,980
votes have only one representative while
574 votes, which elected the Minister for
Works in Sussex, have also one vepre-
sentative. Thus we get inequality of
political power in the country with a
possibility of a minority rnling the des-
tinies of the State. We hear a lot about
majority ruling.  There should be an
earnest desire on the part of represen-
tatives to see that there is majority
rule in its true sense; not only a ma-
jority of electors but also a majority of
representatives with a majority support-
ing the country.

Mr. Gordon: You cannot do that with-
out eompulsory voting.

Mr. SCADDAN: That has no bearing
whatever on the matter. There are other
evils which it would be of advantage to
remove. The present system lends itself
to the Incalisation of polities. Under ex-
isting conditions a member has in a large
measnre to obtain grants and other econ-
siderations for some little corner of the
Siate that he represents in order to en-
sure his return in the future. I would in-
stanee the case of the member for
Menzies. A very few votes decided
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ithe issue in that constituency, and
these few votes determined which
party should have the representation
in that constitueney. Such conditions,
in ihe ecase of the Menzies electorate,
were responsible for the faet that the
hon. member was compelled to give some
special consideration to the place, and
he did it so effectively on the occasion of
his last election, that it changed a suffi-
cient number of votes from one side to
the other and ensured his return.
Whether it was intended or not to have
that effect I cannot say, bot the faet
remains that £1,000 was lent by the Gov-
ernment to the Callion Gold Mining Com-
pany prior to the last election, 'This is
the kind of thing that [ contend should
not be permitted hecause 1t is not in the
best interests of the community. Tf we
could devise a system by which we eonld
be lifted above that surt of thing, and
also to prevent log-rolling, and Ministers
will admit that there are occasious when
a good deal of logrolling is indulged
in-——

The Minister for Mines: You have
only half the truth in connection with
the Cailion matter.

Mr. SCADDAN: I think I know the
truth and what happened, and it may be
as well to state the facts as I know them.
The day prior to the general elections an
application was lodged by the (allion
Gold Mining Company for a loan under
the Mining Development loan Act, On
the following day the Minister was ile-
feated. I am not absolutely sure whether
it was the day before the nomination or
the day before the election. The Minis-
ter then ceased to he a member of this
House, hut he retained the position of
Minister pending the decision of the Su-
preme Conrt in connection with the peti-
tion lodged against the relurn of Mr.
Buzacott. In Octoher, while the case was
prending, I helieve, the application for the
loan of £1.000 was granted to the Callion
Comparny in the hon. member’s constitu-
ency. There was not mueh publicity
given to the fact until just prior to the
election after the petition was upheld.
If the hon. member will look through the
figures he will find that a more than suffi-
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cieut pumber changed their opinions in
that district to alter the result of the elec-
tion. Whether the loan was intended for
that purpose I cannot say, but the fact
remains that the result was as I have
stated. That is not the only ease that
can be quoted. When the member for
Kalgoorlie was seeking re-election as a
Minister he was asked the definite ques-
tion, prior fo numination, whether he was
in favour of the eonstruction of a dock
at Fremantle, and he did not hesitate to
step forward on the platform and state in
a decided manner, “No. I am not.” Two
or three days after, and after his election
witliout opposition, he proceeded to Fre-
mautle, and while he did not urge the
eonstrietion of the doek he made it plain
there that he intended to snpport it. The
late Ma. Price was then seeking re-elec-
tion, and the member for Kalgoorlie told
the people at Fremantle that if there was
one member of the House who could
convinge him of the necessity for the con-
struction of the dock it was the member
who was then seeking election. I recog-
nise that this kind of thing will continue
ugler the present electoral system be-
cause il depends on a few votes in a par-
tieular distriet whether a man is going
to be returned t¢ support one party or
another. Then there is the question of
gerrymandering.

The Attorney General: What is gerry-
mandering ?

Mr. SCADDAN: Idoes wnot the hon.
wember know?  The hon. member will
hatve plenly of evidence of it on the part
of the Government when they introduce
the Redistribution of Seats Bill. I
think it will be found that o certain
amoeunt of this will be attempted in the
Biil which the Government propose to
submit. The fact remains that we have
had gerrymandering on previous oecca-
siovs. The member for Kalgoorlie had
hi= seat gerrymandered for him. I
would like to say that the position we
are feeed with in the futnre will be in-
teresting. Any change of boundaries can
aouly adjust glaring anomalies. Anoma-
lies will always exist. Tf they do not
exist when the boundaries are made it
will not be long, owing to the change of
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population from one distriet to another,
before they will grow up dgain; and so
we go on. We are faced almost every
three or four years with the demand for
a change of boundaries to provide more
equitable representation in this Cham-
ber. We hear a lot about the right of
the gold miniug industry, or the pearling
industry to special representation, and
that there should be speecial representa-
tion also for some other industry, for
instanee, the agricultural industry, and
s0 we view the posilion from this stand-
point, that it is ihe industry that should
he represented and not the people. T
hold that it is the people who make the
industry, and when you have the trae rep-
resentation of the people the industries
will not be affected, exeept tu their ad-
vantage. There is annther evil, and that
is that the man of ability and merit is
exeluoded from Ttheing elected to this
Chamber owing 10 the loealisation of
polities, and it is this that prevents them
from having any chanee against the loeal
candidate. I am watehing with interest
to see what the Government will propose
in connection with the redistribution of
seats. Sir Waller James said recently
at Beverley—I do not know whether he
was speaking with a knowledge of the
position, hui  he is certainly a Minis-
terial supporter and may kpow some-
thinz- -that it was not only n matter of
the voting strength of the various con-
stituencies, but also the whole of the
population, which had to be considered;
it was necessary to consider other than
adults. If this is the proposal of the
Government T contend that it is a pro-
posal that T have never previously heard
of. T have never heard it pur forward
that the childven of a eommunity should
obtain representation before they have
reached the age of manhood.

Mr. Bath: Those are arguments which
come easily to lawyers.

Mr. SCADDAN: A lawyer ean make
an arcument where none exists. I think
the member for Kalgoorlie ean bear me
oat in that. Among the other legislative
proposals mentioned in this Speech is
the proposal to establish a TUniversity.
The Premier ean rest assured that mem-
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bers sitting on this side will welcome the
establishment of a University in Western
Australia.

Mr. Bath: On proper lines.

Mr. SCADDAN: That is just what I
was eoming to. We will be keen in see-
ing that the University is not made a
privileged place for one section while
another seeilon may be debarred. In
that direction it appears to me that after
all ihere is jnsl as great g desire that
the Government should”establish second-
ary schools as there is for the establish-
ment of a University. Because under
existing cireumstances it is only one elass
of the community, namely the wealthy
or the comparatively well-to-do, who are
able to carry their children on from the
free eduecation in the State primary
schools, through the secondary schools at
present in existence, to the University.
I hope the day will arrive when we are
able to provide free education from the
prinary schools right through to the
University; but st present, of course, it
is a question of how we are going to
finanee it.  Stll the Government might
come to the assistanee of those who have
shown some speeial ability in the primary
sechools, by providing liberal scholarships
both in the primary and the secondary
schools. By those means, whether the
boy would be able to pay the fees for
the University or not, the Government
would furnish the necessary means by
the provision of scholarships, and we
wonld have the more promising children
fitiingly provided for. irrespective of
from what class of the community they
came. The question of liquor law re-
form is again to be introduced. In this
respeet I must compliment the member
for Fremantle on his ability to ehange
his opinions. T understood that during
the Fremantle election he was supported
by the liguor trade, and for some reason
not yet made apparent we have to ima-
gine that the hon. member had an in-
terview with the representatives of that
trade and made them a definite promise.
Without seme such theory it is diffienlt
tn discover why one of the candidates,
even after nomination, should have re-
siened in favour of the present member
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for Fremantle. Yet we are told that
the hon. member is in favour of a full
measure of loeal option, and he also
states he is in favour of a time com-
pensation. It would be interesting to
know if that was the pledge he gave
those representatives of the trade who
interviewed him.

Mr. Murphy: Both of these ure accepi-
able to the trade in Western Australia.

Mr. SCADDAN: Well, I am not so in-
terested in the trade as the honourable
member, and therefore I am not s¢ well
posted in their views aud desires. Let
me say in this eonneetion that 1 hope the
Government will consider some of the
guestions which were brought ander their
notice by the members of this Chamber
and also by the publie, and make some
amendment in their BiJl before bringing
it down again. Without this we will have
to go over the whole ground onee more,
and possibly the measure will be hung
up for another session. This 15 a matter
which will give rise tv a eonsiderable
discussion, and it is to be hoped Mini-
sters will realise ihat the country desires
an opportunily of expressing its opinion
upon the restriction of this trade. For
my part I agree it is desirable that the
countr'y should be given such an oppor-
tunily. Another Licensing Bill is alse
foreshadowed. this time for the licensing
and conduct of race-conrses, Judging
from what happened during the recess
we would imagine that the objeet of the
Government is to restrict the gambling
evil. There is no more ardent supporter
of the (toverument in that respect than
myself. when sueh vestriction is earried
ont on legitimate lines. But T want tn
know why the Government should in
this respeet give special eonsideration to
some portions of the community whilst
withholding it from others? TDuring the
recess we had the spectacle of deputa-
tions waiting upon the Aecting Premier
and requesting certain aetion i1n the di-
rection of restricting gambling——

Mr, Collier: And he rose to the oe-

easion.
Mr. SCADDAN: And what do we
find? While the Acting Premier, as

pointed out by the member for Boulder.
rose to the oeccasion and, like a true
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statesman, lopped off one or iwo of the
leaves, he left the evil tree to continue
to flourish as before. Yet the Aecting
Prenier had an  Acet of Parliament
which would have permitted him to stop
gzambling on every race-coinse as well
as in every sireel and every publie
place, untwilhstanding which he only
put it into operation in sume little places
where the volume of gambling for a
vear would not be vqual to what goes
on in certain metrapolitan c¢lubs in a
week. He prohibited gambling ont whip-
pet zrounds, where perhaps a couple of
hundred people assembled fortnightly,.
but he still permitted il to conlinue on
the raee-courses, where at one meeting
thowsamds ol pounds go  through the
tolalisators, not {o mention the opera-
tions of the bookmakers. Apparently
the object of the Guvernment is to pre-
vemt gambling in the smaller forms of
sport while permitting it in influential
inslitutions such as the W.AT.C, and
indeed to give that body the conlrol of
racing thronghout the State. The ques-
tion will arise as to what is going to
happen to the unregistered race-courses.
I do not agree with the building np of
any monopolies, of any ecentralising
power. I do uot think the W.AT.C.
should have absolute contrel over the
conduet of any form of sport. If sport
is pond, make it as froe as possible. 1
will agree that the gambling question
is one which will have to bhe dealt with
in no uncertain manner; but the action
taken by the Acting Premier in stopping
gambling on whippet grounds or on ran-
ning grounds, where a few pedestrians
meet, is just about as absurd an atti-
tude as he could adopt of he wishes the
public to believe he is in earnest in his
endeavours to stop the evil. 1 do not
know any other example of statesman-
ship that would eompare with it at all.
The volume of gambling that takes
place on these particular grounds where
the Acting Premier has prevented the
bookmaker from plying his calling, and
jnterdicted the totalisator, weuld not be
equal in a year 1o ihat of one well-
known eity club in a week. Some of the
otier proposals to be dealt with I do
not desire to discuss on fhis occasion as
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the opportunily will present itself when
the respective Bills come down; but I
regret very much that the Goverument
have not cansidered the desirability of
making some amendment to the Arbitra-
tiot, Aet. If there is any Aet that re-
quires amenédment it is the Arbitration
Act, because it has given dissatisfaetion
to both parties,

Mr. Boiton: And alse to the Judge.

Mr. SCADDAN: Even the president
of the Court has on numerous vecasions
staled that the .vet should be amended,
ihat its administration was  worrving
him and getting him down; yet we have
ue aaention whatever in the Speeeh of
any intention on the part of the Gov-
ernment 1o take aelion in respeet to this
measure. During the last few months
we have had the case of Lhe engine-
drivers employed in the timber mills of
the South-West, They made an appli-
cation to the Cowrt in the usual form,
and the question arose as to whether it
was required that every member of that
organisation should satiend a special
meeting whicli it was neeessary to call
nnder the Arbitration Aet, and to vole
on the motion submitted. The (Court
threw the application out on the ground
that it was necessary that the motion
shounld be eavried by a majority of the
members present, and that a majority
of the wembers of the union should be
present at the meeting. It meant that
these men had to g0 to one centre,
namely to Runbury., for the meeting,
and that all the mills were hung up for
three days. There were employed in the
industry some 2,000 men who were not
in any way affected by the dispute; wel
these men were compelled to stand
down three days whilst those more di-
recily eoncerned in the issune wenf to
Bunbury to consider the matter and
vote upon the motion. And again T say
no mention is made of any intention on
the part of the Government to amend
the Act. At present there is a tramway
dispute existing in Perth, and I contend
thai in large measure this Parliament
is responsible for that trouble. The men
appealed to the Comrt. Under the pro-
visions of the Arbitration Act the Court
is only empowered to state the minimum
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rate ot wage, and if the employer is
sufficiently unserupulous he may shelter
himself behind the award and pay no-
thing bat the minimum rate. That is
what happened in {his case, with the re-
sult 1hatl though the Court was appealed
to Tor an interpretation of the award
the Court said that under the Aet they
bad no power to diseriminate in the
matier of wages. We are in the midst
of that dispute to-day. yet the (GGovern-
ment mwake no mention of any intention
to omend the Aet with a view to remov-
ing existing anomalies. There are many
other  anomaliex  which  have been
bhronght under the notice of the Gov-
ernment, yet 1o mention is made of any
intention to move in the matter,

. The Minister for Mines: What could
he done to pregent sirikes?

Mr, SCADDAN: Allow the Court to
fix a rate of wages for any and all
classes of employment, and not restriet
the Court to stating definitely only the
minimam rate of wage. Experience has
shown that 80 per cent. of the employers
pul npon the minimum rate the inter-
prefation that it s the maximnm rafe;
and they make it a standard rate, with
the result that men who have been in
their employ for.a number of years and
have by =pecial ability obtained a
higher vate of wage—which the Court
readily -admit they are entitled to—are
aft once reduced to the minimum rate of
wage under the Court’s award. The
most efficieat man is bronght down from
a higher raie. justified by his length of
service and speecial ability, to the mini-
mutn rate of wage fixed by the Court
and pavable 1o the least competent man.
T'ndonbtedly there exists dissatisfaction
at ihis state of affairs, and it will eon-
tinue to exist, and onless some action is
taken we will have a recurrence of these
troubles. The men will not submit to
the conditions prevailing at the pre-
sent time. To ask those men who have
been eight or nine years in the service
and who by their ability have worked
up to a special rate of wage—to ask
those men tn go back to a rate of wage
whieh a man going on to-morrow would
obtain is an absolute absurdity, to put
o harsher name upon it.
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Mr. Jacoby: I thought in this ¢ase over-
time was the jssie.

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes, there ave several
questions, but this is what brought it all
about. If it had been ecoinpelent in the
Court to fix the vmious rates of wage
tfor the various men there wounld have
been no dispute to-day between the meou
and the employers. The Workers' (om-
lensation Aet also requires amendment,
In this respeet I hope the (Government
will not adopt the tacties they did last
session and prevenl an expression of
opinion being given hy hon. members
on the Bill introduced by the member
for Dundas. Tt is a measure urgzently
needed, and I hope that every meniher
will express his opinion and give his vote
in order that the country may know what
consideration le is prepared to give lo
those carrying on the various hndustries
in the State. The member for Fast Ire-
mantle preposes to again introduce lis
Bill dealing with early elosing and provid-
ing for a Saturday half-heliday. From
private conversation T have had with

honourable members 1 helieve there is a .

majovily of the ILonse in favour of the
Saturday balf-holiday, at least in the
metropolitan distriets; and vef we are
faced with the position that this measure
cannot pass because the Government not
only will not give it their suppoil, but
they eall upon their supporiers to oppose
it, simply, or very likely. hecause the
measure happens to be introduced hy a
member of the Opposition. If members
of the Opposition took up an attitude of
that kind, that if a Bill was introduced
from the Government side of the House
they would oppose it. they would be ridi-
enled,

Mr. Murphy: There is one Government
supporter that does not apply to; T will
vote for the Bill.

Mr, SCADDAN: 1 am glad to hear it
from the hon! member, but the hon. mem-
ber has not heard the whip eraek. [ think
the hon. memher is speaking rather early.
I bhave heard other hon. members speak
like that, but when the party whips have
got to work members very quickly
changed their opinions so far as reeord-
ing a vote was coneerned.
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Mr. Murphy: I would rather go out
than not vote for it.

Me. SCADDAX : During the recess we
had the Minister for Works, the Aeting
Premier, traveiling throughout the Stale
advocating the adoption of the finaneial
agreement, asking that the peoplz should
vote in favour of the linancial agreement
being placed in the Federal (‘onstitution;
and, as pointed out by a previous speaker,
the funds of the State were used on that
occasion, not merely for the purpose of
obtaining a majority fur the financial
agreement, but alse for obiaining a ma-
jority for Libesal condidates. There is
no doubt about it, because on almost
every oeccasion when Ministers of the
Crown were moving about the State
sapporting the financiul agreement they
never neglected to ask the electors
to also support the Liberal eandidates.
I must express appreeialion of the faet
that we were fortunate from a West-
ern Australian standpoint in obtaining
in the other States a majority for
the 7Tahonr eandidates whereby we
were assnred for the Btate that Just
congideration which was its dne without
tying the Federal Parliament for a
period over whieh they could not see
what would happen.

Mr. Murphy: Ten vears instead of 25
years,

Mr. SCADDAN: Ten vears heunce the
people of the Commonwealth will have
just as much right to say what will (ran-
spire in the future as we have to say what
will transpive in 25 years.

Mr, Murphy: Senator I*earce promised
us 25 years and never kept his word,

Mr. SCADDAN: Never mind about
Senator Pearce; there were other state-
ments made which the hon, member might
as well know. Tt was said in New Sonlh
Wales, by somenne who knows, that the
Premiers of the various States. when they
attended the Conference and arrived at
the agreement with the Federal Ministry,
gave a promise that they would nse their
inflnence in the States, not on'y for the
adoption of the finaneial agreement, but
also for the retwrn of the Liberal candi-
dates—-Fusion eandidates.

The Minister for Mines: Did the South
Australian Government promise that$
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Mr. SCADDAN: [ do not know, but
the statement was made by a gentleman
in New South Wales who ought to be in
a position to know,

Mr. O'Loghlen:
Lhe newspapers.

Mr. SCADUAN: On that oceasion it
was the general opinion in the State that
the leader of Lhe Opposition should also
atlend the Conference, but it was not
until after ihe (‘onference sat and decided
matters that the reasons became appar-
ent which prompted the Premiers of the
nther Slales to reject the proposal to
have the leader of the {}pposition at the
Conference. There was a desire to unse
the Confeicuce and the finances of the
States for party purposes. Let me say T
glory in the faet that the people of Aus-
tralia rose and took a national view, and
that the election resulted in the return of
a national party.

Mr. Jacoby: I thonght you supported
the financial agreement.

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member
evidently did not hear me in Murray-
street the night before the election, or le
would not make such a statement. I
went to the Perth town hall to hear the
Acting Premier, Sir Walter James, and
My, James Gardiner, on the financial
agreement: and for downright misrepre-
sentation commend me to those three
genilemen. I did not expect they would
go 1o the length they did. TFor instance,
Sir Walter James stated in effect that the
proposal placed before the country was
this: in the past we had heen receivingz
approximately £600,000 in returns from
the (Commonwealth; did the people pro-
puse lo conlinne receiving £600,000¢ or
were they prepared to aecept nothing?
Sir Walter James altempted to lead the
people of Perth to believe that was the
proposal on which they had to vote at
the election, but no one knew better than
Sir Waller James that sueh a proposal
was never submitied, No Labowr eandi-
date ever proposed to cut the States
adrift altogelher, and Sir Walter James
kuew it full well. On that oceasion there
is no doubt the Aecting Premier showed
his tact. T desired to ask a question or
two at the meeting to show that some of

It was published in
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the statemenls made by the speakers were
not in aceordance with faets, and when I
asked a question the Acting Premier said
he had no objection to answering if the
audience were prepared to listen to gues-
tions. The Acting Premier asked all
those in favounr of listening to questions
to put up their hands. A chairman ought
to be impartial at these sort of meetings.
The chairman certainly was on this ocea-
sion; lie declared the motion lost, and the
meeting clused. The Acting Premier also
made certain comments abont the Trans-
continental railway, and I notice in the
Governor's Speech we have a paragraph
dealing with it whieh must he interesting
to the general public. It reads—
Feeling that delay in beginning the
construction of the Trans-Australian
railway is fraught not only with grave
injury o the interests of Western Aus-
tralia, but it is also a menace to the
safety of the Commonwealth as a
whole, my advisers are of opinion that,
rather than ineur a further indefinite
postponement, the projeet should be
nudertaken by the two States through
whose territory the line will pass.
If ever there was a claptrap put in a
(tovernor's Speeeh in this country this
is a claptrap. In my opinion there was no
desire on the part of the Government to
do anything of the kind; there was only
a desire on the part of the GGovernment
to belittle the Federal Labour Ministry,
or to try to do so. Of course they were
not successful. Members must recognise
that with the Labour QGovernment in
power in the Commonwealth the railway
is nearer construction than ever pre-
viously. The Labouwr members who rep-
resented 1his State in the Federal Parlia-
ment toured the Eastern States to eda-
cate the public in favour of the line
when Sir John Forrest was Minister and
no action was taken by him.

The Minister for Mines: They did it
very effectively.

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes; wilh the result
that to-day there & n majority in the
PFederal Parliament in favonr of the
railway, and no doubt it will be con-
structed in due course, though the Fed-
eral Government will not ask any Parlia-
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ment ie buoild it without obtaining the
fullest information. [ am satistied the
JAeting Premier on that vecasion was more
desirous of trying to belittle the Federal
Government than to build the Trans-
Australian railway. [ believe the Acting
Tremier was very wrathful about a state-
tnent made by the Hon, King O'Malley
that the Government of Western Austra-
lia should show their bona fides in this
matter by making a grant of a certain
part of the land adjacent to the railway
within onr borders, bat aceording to a
newspaper report the Premier of the
State had previously promised something
of the kind.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. SCADDAN: Then let me vead
something. I find ib a recent copy of the
West Australian the following:—

Mr. R. C. Hare, the Acting Agent
General for Western Auustralia, bhas
been of considerable assistance to the
representatives of the English Press in
explaining the character and import-
ance of the recent news concerning the
water find at Madura, together with
Sir John Forvest's eabled statement
that this means another 20,000,000
acres available for seftlement.

Imagine telling the English [Press this.
It goes un to say—

And Mr. Newlon Mooure's promise to
allocate to the Trans-Austvalian rail-
way the revenues from a 235-mile strip
of land along the line.

That is tantamount to a land grant.
Probably the Hon, King 0'Malley thought
he was doing the State a good turn in
trying to get the Eastern States to coin-
cide with ns. At any rate ii was not a
thing about which the Aecting Premier
should get wrathful when the matter
was public property. I find also in this
report the following:—

This means State endowmeni of the
railway for all time with the revenue
of the strip of country equal to an
area of mare than 10,000 square miles.

That was published in the West .lus-
tralian as sent out by their special corres-
pondent. [ think I enuld suggest whe
the special correspondent is. We have
also been told that the Government pro-
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pose to erect freezing works in the North-
West. I think there is room for a dif-
ference of opinion on the advisability or
otherwise of the construction of these
works in the Norith-West. Personally—1
am speaking on my own behalf in this
matter—I hold that the time is not oppor-
tune for the erection of these freezing
works in the North-West. hecause up to
the present we have not overtaken our
local demand, and it will only mean that
the people of the State who would pro-
vide the money for our wealthy squatters
in the North-West would not only be
called upon to provide that, but would
also have to provide additional money in
order to buy their meat supply.

Mr. Jacoby: 1t will not he so.

Mr. SCADDAN: Ti is the correct
view to take in this matter, exactly as 1
pointed out in conneetion with the export
of lambs prior to our overtaking our
local demand. 1f we are going to export
our best in order to compete with other
places we will have to consume the culls.
It will mean that the best of the North-
West meat will he exported and the culls
will be scnt here: and owing to the sup-
ply not being equal to the demand, we
will have to pay increased prices for the
meat. These are matfers that in the ib-
teresis of the publie should receive due
considevation.

{Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
p.m.)

Mr. SCADDAN: Before tea 1 was re-
ferring to the action of ihe Acting Pre-
mier in regard to the eonstruction of the
Transcontinental railway and the position
in regard thereto of the Federal Lalour
Ministry, There is one other matter T
might venture to mention heve in connee-
tion with the Federal Lahour Ministry as
compared with the Ministry we have in
this State. It will be rememhered that
recently a certain day was set apart as a
holiday on aceount of the Kine's funeral,
and the Federal {(iovernment, lzhonr
Ministry as they are. owlered hal
throughout Australia all emplovees of Lhe
Federal Government, even the casual em-
ployees, should be granted a ‘wliday on
full pay on that day out of rcspect to the
memory of the deceased sovereign and
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loyally to the throne. What did our
State Government do. Thev eerlainly
permitted those in receipt of a definite
salary, those with an annnal salary, to
have a koliday on that day and (» receive
payment but the men employed on a daily
or weekly wage, sueh as those in the Gov-
ernment Printing Office, were denicd the
opportunity of showing their loyaliv in
the rame manner as other employees. An
action of this kind does not show our
State Ministey in too favourable a light.
If any privilege weie to he given to State
viployees there should not be any dis-
tinction made hetween the staff obwaining
annual salaries and the men receiving
weekly or daily wages. I know that
mauy men, permanent men too, employed
by ihe Works Department were com-
pelled to work that day irrespective of
their desire to knock off. We hear a great
deal abont the lovalty of one section of
the eommunity and the disloyalty of
another seetion, but is it a wonder that
we hear of dislayalty on the pari of the
workers when they get this treatement
from the Government
represent the community. T had proposed
to refer to the report to the Minister by
Mr. Despeissis un the tropieal agriculture
of the North-West, but T will confine my
remarks to a very few sentences. 1 lrust
that the Ministry will not acvepr the sug-
westion of Mr, Despeissis as to the en-
wagement of Asiatie, black, and sonthern
European labour, for the developing of
iropical agriculture. Tt would he prefer-
able to allow the North-West, as far as
tropical agricultuie is conceined, lo re-
main as it is vow, rather than permit cheap
lafhour from southern Burope and Asia to
come 10 to develop it. I contend that we
ean develop it with white labour. [t has
already been proved, notwithstanaing as-
sertivns to the contrary, that tropical
agriculture in Queensland can he devel-
oped by white labour, and s» can it in
our case. I hope the Governmenr will
not be indenting cheay labonr. As has
been pointed out by Mr. Despeissis, some
of these people work for 1s. per week and
women work just the same ns men.

The Premier: We could not 1o 1t if we
wanted to. v

who pretend to’
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Mr, SCADDAN:  The suggestion was
made by Mr. Despeissis and if the (lov-
ernment adopted his report and recepled
his recommendations they might make a
represeatation to the Federal (fovernment
to allow white labour of this sori Lo be
indented for the purpose of developing
the tropieal agriculture in the Worth-
West, [ see the Minister for Mines
smiling, but T would peiot out that at
the Premiers’ (onference omr Premier
woved that the restrictions to indent black
Iabour to this State be removed for the
purpose of the pearling wndustry. If Jw
would do that in one case he might do it
sary for members to take the Ministry to
task for attempting to follow out Mr.
Despeissis’ suggestions in this respeet. The
Premier said the other evening that if any
cases of maladministration were brought
under the notice of a Minister, and no
action were taken to reetify that neglecl.
the Government would be worthy of cen-
sure. Let me say that he as Premier, and
all his colleagues, are worthy of censure
for their inaction in connection with the
case of Bertenux and the President Lon-
bet leases at Davylumrst. 1 do not want 1o
cile the facts of the ease now as the mem-
per Tor Boulder will deal with them, but
ceitain definile charges were made con-
neeting this gentleman with eertain
Frauds which were proved up to the hilt.
There was practically a promise given to
the House that action would he taken, hut
1 have no knowledge of anythingz having
been done up to date. The Minister will
have an opportunity of replying to ihis
at a later stage and 1 hope he will give
an intimation as to what has been done
or what is proposed to he done. The
charges were serivus enough to wairant a
prosecution.  Just prior to the elosing of
the last session the Crown Solicitor, M.
Sayer. gave an opinion, without seeing the
files of the denartment, that there was no
vase againsi Berteaux, hut anyone who
lias looked at the files will realise that
Rerteaux wiltully defranded the Mines
Department and the State and that action
shonld be taken. In spite of the facts
being brought before the notice of the
Minister publicly, nothing has been done.
The responsibility has been shifted from
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the Minister for Mines and is now heing
earried by the Government, The Ministry
have neglected their duty and ave there-
fore worthy of ceusure. YWhat do the
(jovernment intend to do in regard lo the
Agent General? No reference to that aas
been made. May be they are waifing the
result of the Beverley election. Would 1
he in order to suggest that possibly rhat
is the reason. The faet remains that we
have had an acting Agent General since
Qctober last. The P’remier, before leax-
ing for London, said he intended to go
into the guestion of the reorganisation of
the Agent General’s office, and he surely
shonld be able to say now what he pro-
puses to do, whether the Government n-
fend to appoint an Agent General. who
will he be, and when will he take up his
duties. We know nothing now. I hope
that before the debate closes the Premier
will permit one of his Ministers to make
an announceroent, or the Premier himself
might take the first oceasion that presents
itself to let the House and the enuniry
konow what he proposes in this conuection.
There are one or two other matters which
T might refer to, but other opportunities
will present ihemselves. Refore resuming
my seat let me dispel a view taken by
some—]1 am judging from the Press ve-
ports—that, having accepted the position
of leader of the Opposition T will be
more moderate in my expressions of
opinion, will view questions from a differ-
ent standpoint, and that there is hope for
me. Tf I thonght for one moment that
accepting the position of leader of the
Opposition would cause me to put the
opinions which T have held in the past.
and which 1 hold to-day. in the back-
ground or wonld modify my views. |
wonld retire from the position at once.
The position of leader of the Opposition
.carries with it responsibility not only to
my party, but also to myself, and in ve-
gard to the Iatter vesponsibility it is that
I shonld express my opinion as freely and
as often as opportunity offers. T accept
the congratnlations of the meinbers oppo-
gsite in the spivit in which they are given.
I ean assure them that if at any time I
see a lack of that attention given 10 ad-
ministration of a department which
shonld be given it, or any legislative pro-
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posals made which are not in the best in-
teresls of the community and which wili
not give justice to the commuonity, I will
always raise my voice in opposition. This
party if it stands for anything, stands for
justiez to all and for privilege to none.

The Premier: You have nol a monopoly
of that.

Mr. SCADDAN: There is no desire on
my part to sgy that members opposite are
not equally desirous of doing that but,
after all, il is just as well that we should
nlerstand each other’s position. That is
the position we take up. We desire jus-
tice to all and privilege to none. In the
tuture my objeet in leading this ‘party
will be to see that if possible they shall
prevent injustice being done to anyoove or
privileges being given to any seetion of
the community. T trust that we shall
have a statument from the Premier as to
the futore of the Agent General's office
and that other matters I bave referred to
will reeeive some attention,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): Will the hon. member
opposite allow me to congratulate him
upon his appointment to the position of
leader. of the Opposition. With regard
to the sentiments he expressed that just-
ice should be given to everyone, may I
suggest that he should be careful, while
exercising care in that direclion, to try
and see that justice is done to all parties
m all watrers bronght nnder his notice.
I may congratulate him also to a great
extent on the speech he has made to-
night. T believe he, to a very great ex-
tent. realises the responsibility of the
position he holds. T wounld ask him not
1o be tao suspicious, not to take notice
i every ueeasion of what he hears from
the man in the street, not to make
charges because statements may be pub-
lielv made and to remember—if he does
not know this be should do so—-that in
most instanees when he desires informa-
tien it will readily be supplied to him by
Ministers. During the debate one or two
nmatters have been referred tn that I
think 1 might touech upon. Thr member
for Cue in dealing with the appointment
of Dr. Cumpston as a Royal Commis-
sioner to investigate the prevalence of
miners’ phthisis went out of his way
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te make an attack on Mr. Mont-
gomery, the State Alining Engineer,
in reference to his action in con-
nection with this investigation. 1 want
to tell the House that Mr. Mont-

gomery for many years has beci investi-
gating matters connected with miners’
complaints, and some little time ago he
had oceasion to inguire into a complaint
of the member for Cne, who, not by a
public speech, but by a letter in a Mur-
chisou newspaper, made a statement to
the effect that Mr. Chesson, seeretary
of the union, had the names of some
40 [ltalian miners who had died from

the dread disease. We wrote to Mr.
(‘hesson  asking for information, and
Mz, Chesson said that he had not the

names, but he knew of some Italians who
had gone to Italy, and were sapposed lo
have died there. A little later, M.
Montgomery, after passing throngh Cue,
made a preliminary report on the investi-
gation at the Fingal mine with reference
to the prevalence of miners’ phthisis in
that distriet. He had an interview with
Mr. McInerny, a boss at the Fingal mine,
and Mr. MecInerny made certain state-
ments which Mr. Montgomery dJdid not
report at the time. Scme months after-
wards the member for Cue made a pub-
lic statement to the effeet that he had a
sworn statement by Mr. Melnerny that
what had been published by Mr. Mont-
gomery was not trne. We wrote to the
membet for Cue for a copy of the sworn
statement. and he replied that the state-
ment wag not a sworn one, but he wonld
get a sworn statement if we desired it.
Those are matters constituting the difficunl-
ties between the hon. member and the
State Mining Engineer.

Mr. Heitmann: Not by a long way.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As
far as the report which is being obtained
is  comecerned, hon. members will, ne
doubt, on reading the papers, have no-
ticed that Dr. Campston has made a very
exhanstive examination in most of the
mining centres. It would not be right
for me to make any remarks with regard
to what that report might be, but there
is one thing that T was pleased to see.
and whieh goes to show the difference be-
tween {' : various people who are endea-
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vouring to mitigate the disease. I re-
cently noticed ihat Dr. Cumpston sent
a letter of thanks io Mr. Dodd and Mr.
(ilance, and other members of the union
at Boulder for the assistance they gave
him; but I saw no reference from the
doctor to the assistance given him by the
member for Cue when he visited the Cue
district.

Mr. Heitinann: That is just about the
dirt we might expeet from you. You
know I travelled miles to give the doetor
assistance.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
have not seen anything in the DPress
about the assistanee the hon, member
gave.

My, Heitmann:
tronbled to inquire.

My, Holman: The member for Cue las
done more in that direction than all the
others together.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Beiug
desirons of giving every assistance pous-
sible, T naturally assumed that when the
Commissioner went to the Cue distriel all
possible information would be placed at
his disposal.

Mr. Heitmann: Did I not state all the
facts?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
imagined that all assistance the hon.
member could give would have been
given to the doetor on that oceasion.

Mr. Heitmann: Was it not given?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [
understand it was not. The hon. membyr
did not attend as a witness.

Mr. Heitmann: Is that all the assisi-
ance I could give? T worked for days
colleefing evidence, and only yesterday |
wrote to the doctor s*ating that T hed
found another witness, You rotten. dir'y
sknnk.

Mr. SPEAKER: That remark must’
be withdrawn. T insist on the remar:
being withdrawn.

Mr. Heitmann: T withdraw the r--
mark. But the Minister is mighty unfair.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I-
the speech of the leader of the Oppu-
sition a statement was made with regard
to myv last election, and to the faet tha!
just prior to that election I approved
and that the Government granted to the

And you have nut
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Callion Gold Mining Company a loan of
£1,000, If the hon. member had desired
1o get the full facts of the matter the
file would have been available to him.

My, Scaddan: I had it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
cannot give the exact dates from me-
mory, but 1f the hon. member bad per-
used the file he would have noticed

Mr. Seaddan: You ean get it all out
of Hansard.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member would find on perusing that
file that six or eight months, or even
more, prior to the date of the election
the Callion Gold Mining Company made
an application for an advanee of £1,000.
This applicalion was submitted to the
department, and after recommendations
were made it was approved by Cabinet.

Mr. Collier: T have here a reply to a
question which I asked yon. wherein you
stated that the application was made on
the 10th September and approved on the
16th October.

The MINISTER FQR MINES: [
hope thai the hon. member will wait un-
til T have explained. The Callion Gold
Mining Company applied for a grant of
£1,000 at least eight months prior to the
election. They got into some difficulties.
It is not necessary for me to go into
those diffieulties, but some time later
they waited upon me and asked whether
in the event of making an application
again, and altering the class of plant
they intended to instal on the mine, the
loan would be approved. I said if they
made the alteration subjeet to the change
that 1 desired, and being of sufficient
value to satisfy the officers of the de-
partment, T would consent to the altera-
tion. The plant they had intended to
put in was an air compressor. When the
second rvequest was preferred they stated
it was their intention to put in a 10-head
mill. and the necessary power to work
it. This £1,000 loan had been approved
some eight months previously. Some
time elapsed and they desired to alter
the application from the air-compressing
plant to a batterv. Later on the request
came in on the dates mentioned by the
hon. member in his interjeetion. Those
are the facts of the ease, and T would be

) 'l

only too pleased to show the file to hon,
members when they would see that this
promise was given many months prior
to the election. There is anoither sub-
ject thai I wounld desire to refer to be-
fore I leave these personal matters, and
that is the case of the President Loubet
lease. After the last session closed, I
had the papers sent to the Crown Law
Department and I asked them fo deal
with the matter just as they thought fit.
I did not wish to touch it under any
circumstances again.

Mr. Heitmann: Naturally.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
thought it was much wiser that I should
not appear in the matter at all. The
papers were handed to Mr. Barker, who
in a voluminous report went into the
whole question raised, and stated that
thece are matters of prejudice and
under the ecircumstances would not ad-
vise that a prosecution should take
place, that is of course a crimival
proecution. [ have referred those
papers to Cabinet, and have left it to
Cabinet to decide whether aetion shounld
be taken. Ohe thing may look inexeus-
able, and thail is the delay which has
taken place in dealing with this matter,
namely, since Deeember of last vear un-
til the present time, when the report has
been obtained from the Crown Law De-
partmenl. T think the Attorney Gen-
eral will satisfy hon. members that as
far as T am concerned the delay was not
through any fanlt of my own. Mr.
Barker’s full report in connection with
this matter will, if hon. members desire
it be laid on the table of the House.
Whether a eivil aetion or a eriminal ac-
tion will follow will depend upon Cabi-
net. Buat we have now a distinet
indieation from the Crown Taw De-
partinent that in the opinion of Mr.
Barker a proseention should not take
place.

Mr. Collier: I will be able to show
vou a few gaps in that opinion.

The MINISTER FOR MINTS: Deal-
ing further with the speech that has
been made here to-night, I notice that
the leader of the Opposition catechised
the Government in eonnection with the
Constitution Act Amendment Bill and
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for the delay in bringing it forward. If
the hon. memher will assist us we will
do all we ecan to get it thrvough the
House, and I hope he will not blame us
if it does not suecessfully pass another
Chamber. He knows of the efforts
which the Premier put forward last ses-
sion to get the Bill through.

Mr. Trov: We know who were yvour
alties in the other Chambxr.

Tke MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member went further and charged
the Governmeut with not heing earnest
in their desire because they assisted cer-
tain candidates who were not in favoor
of the Government measure. 1 ask the
hon. member whether some members an
his side of the Iouse did nof support
some candidates who objected to the
franehise of the Upper Chamber heing
reduced. I faney that was the ease. [
think we should tey to look upon the
Legistative Council not in the light of a
party House.

Mr. Scaddan: Are you desirous now
of the Bill being carried?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Most
decidedly. 1f this Bill is sent on again
to the Upper House I feel satisfied that
it will receive every econsideration from
menmbers, and that it will be sueeessful.
Then in regard to immigration I think
the leader of the Opposition took up
rather a curions attitude. He desired
that when we brought immigrantz out
to put them on the land we should place
them in eolonies, and not allow them to
mingle in compelilion with others al-
ready in the State.

Mr. Scaddan: No.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well,
that was the impression I gathered. I
assamed from what the hon. member
said that they were to be put in colonies
in order that we might keep an eve on
them and not allow them to come into
competition with others already in the
State. Tn regard to our loan expendi-
ture. the hon. member has objected to
any use of loan funds for the purpose
of building roads and bridges, or publie
buildings, or any work that could he
said o be of a non-reproduclive mature.
I want to pin the hon. member down to
that, zxd I wonld like to ask him what
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action he wonld take if he had the re-
sponsibility of encouraging new flelds
by providing water supplies in the dis-
trict, Mupposing an  expendilure of
trom £2,000 to £1.000 was required for
water supply, and the rale of the water
would not pay for the eost of a eare-
taker, let alone interest and sinking
foud—would he spend the money, or

would ke leave the place withont
water! The expenditure would be di-
rectly  non-reprodnetive, although in-

direetly, perhaps, it would eonstitute a
zood investment, 1 believe in such eir-
comstances the hon. member wonid do
as we do, namely, he would spend the

mouey  and  regard the indireet ad-
vautages as outweighing the  ap-
parent direct loss, That e¢lass of
wark i going on  all over the

tields day after day. and the monev has to
he expended. Outside the House, if not
inxide. an endeavour is being made to
ereate a feeling thronghont the State that
the goldfields are not being treated fairly,
that everything is being done for the agri-
cultnral distriets while the goldfields are
beintr negleeted. T think such statements
are not made here to the same extent as
they arve made oatside; just the same they
serve to impress the people with the be-
lief that the goldfields have not been
treated as fairly as they should have been,
and, a8 compared with the agriculinral
districts. are heing neglected. 1 thiuk
every member recognises the great im-
portauce of the mining industry, and, of
course, it alwavs lies with ns to eonsider
what is the best thing to be done for the
woldfields. May I ask in what sense they
have been neglected? Is it in respeet Lo
post and telegraphs? T say, no. Nor
ean it he in vespect to  lueation, or police
provision, or the admi® istration of justice.
Tt is only a little tim. ago we had a re-
port  from the Public Service Commis-
sioner, recommending that oflice after
office on the goldfields should be closed
down, on the zrounds that the volume of
husiness hy no means warranted the vx-
peuditere in conpection with these offices.
A= far as these items are concerned none
can say the aoldfield= are heing. or have
been neglected. In respeet to railway
Parilities. T have asked the Public Works
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Department to give me some figures, and
I find that since the advent of the Moore
Administration the goldfields have been
served by a greater length of new rail-
ways than have all the other parts of the
State put together. Thus we have the
Norseman, the Sandstone, the Marble Bar,
the Meekatharra and the Ravensthorpe
railways, all expressly designed for the
fostering of the gold mining industry.
These railways have an approximate
length of 373 miles, while the cost has
been £662,625. On the other hand all the
other railways for which the Moore Gov-
ernment have asked Parliamentary auth-
ority, total 360%% miles, or 12145 miles less
than the goldfields railways referred to,
while the approximate cost bas been
£623,098. So that, since the present Pre-
mier has been in office he has asked Par-
liamentary authorisation for a greater
length of goldfields railways at greater
cost than is represented by railways eon-
strueted by the Moore Government in
other parts of the State. Yet we are iold
that so far as rallways are coneerned the
goldfields are being neglected.

Mr. (’Loghlen: Who made that state-
ment?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Press generally. The goldfields members
have made the complaint that so far as
the goldfields are concerned they have
not been treated with the same considera-
tion as has been given to the agricultural
distriets.

Mr. Scaddan: What member said that
«in respect to the construction of railways?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : I
do not say specially about railways. I
say specially in regard to the gold mining
industry, that the statement is made
that specially heavy railway freights
apply to the goldfields, One hears the
statement made time after time that
heavy charges are levied on goods carried
by the goldfields railways, which compel
the goldfields people to pay far more in
railway freightage than applies to other
parts of the State. For some years past
consistent efforts have heen made to pre-
vent any anomalies in eonnection with
the carriage of gzoods upon any part of
the railway system. True, we 1ecently
niade a rednclion on manures, hringing
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the freight down to one-farthing per ton
per mile. Hon. members generally be-
lieve that was g profitable concession for
us to make, because we are getting a good
return from it in the shape of wheat car-
ried. But on the other hand we made a
concession to the mining industry as well,
for we are carrying mineral ore from Ana-
conda to Fremantle, or Guildford, at a
similar rate. If values increase then we
will get a higher rate, but in any case we
are assisting to build up a copper mine
by this low freight, a freight exaectly the
same as we are charging for the carrying
of manures to the agricultural districts.
Then in respect to food supplies, I have
bheard the statement that we charge a
very high rate. Last year I made a com-
parison, and ] propose to give another
brief comparison this year, showing the
rates charged in Western Anstralia as
against those in existence in Queensland.
In respect to vegetables we find that
whereas they are earried from Fremantle
to Kalgoorlie at 27s. 10d., in Queensland
the charge is 33s. 9d. Here we carry
flour and oatmeal at 27s, 10d., while the
echarge made in Queensland is 83s. Gd.
Sugar we carry at 68s. 5d., while in
Queensland the freight is 104s. 11d. And
so on with other produets. T think the
comparison between the conditions in
Queensland and those existing here is
reasonably fair. The comparison shows
that so far as the freight on fruit is con-
cerned we treat our people far better than
do the Queensland railways, more especi-
ally when we take into consideration the
rates of wages and the cost of water and
coal in this State. It serves to demon-
strate that we have done everything pos-
gible in an endeavour to be fair to every
part of the State; and so far as the con-
strugtion of railways is concerned, I de
not thiok there is any other place in the
world where the Government have shown
the same belief in the mineral resources
of their country as has been showa by the
Government of Western Australia. There
is no better way of assisting the mining
industry than by providing an efficient
water supply. It cannot be said that the
provision of water supplies in the tnineral
areas of this State has not heen 21l that
conld be expected. Qur remote districts
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are fairly littered with wells in order that
men might be able to go right through the
back couniry. During last year we spent
some £30,350 in water supplies, an expen-
diture that was somewhat less than usual.
Through the Mines Water Supply Depart-
nment we have provided water supplies in
many of the wmest important mining
towns. In some of these places the snp-
plies are revenue producing. At Menzies,
for instance, we derive a very good rev-
enue, and we have a fair return from the
water supply at Meekatharra: so also
from Ravensthorpe, Norseman, and Davy-
hurst. But there are a larze number of
other small mining towns from which we
derive nv revenue. For instasee, recently
we put down n dam al a place called
Nevoria, soutl of Southern Cross. Tt is
absolutely impmssible 1o expert revenue
from a single tank in a small community.
Again, a dam has been put down at Ora
Banda. where there are only 130 people;
yet it is essential that we should de all we
can lo encouraze these people, and some
action must be taken in regard to the
water supply, notwithstanding the faet
that it would not pay for a caretaker.
Hon. members who live in the back coun-
try know that these waler supplies have
to be found. The water supply at You-
amne has led to the opening up and de-
velopmert of the place: and unless we fol-
lowed the prospeetor, and in numerous in-
stances went ahead of him, these distriets
would not be opened up for many years
to come. Sinee 1901 we have spent—and
I want agrienltural members to note these
figures—we have spent in water supplies
£248.434 from loan. And that is not
revenue producing at all. We have to
keep nangs of men going through the
back country seeing that these wells are
in good order, and we have to look after
them whether they are reveuve producing
or not. As a matter of faet, the interest
and working expenses have amounted to
£189,945, while the revenue received was
£92,850, showing a loss, if we charge 4
per cent. interest, of no less than £97,000.
And this we do although the leader of
the Opposition gets np and declares he
considers no loan expenditure should he
made unless the work is practically repro-
duetive. I say that in  the instances
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quited the work is essential to the open-
ing up of the back country. We must
give water supplies to the small commu-
nities on the goldfields, and the work must
be earried on if we are going to help the
development of the industry, even though
it cannot be done without direct loss. The
people on the goldfields should know thai
as far as that expenditure is concerned
the revenue does nnt give us enough
money o pay for the upkeep of the
works, and not one penny is coniributed
towards interest on that expenditure. As
a matter of fact there is a good deal of
this elass of work geing on al the present
time. Hecently we spent £7,000 at Ravens-
thorpe, This, il must be said, is reprodue-
tive. At Norseman we have spent £€5,000,
and this, also, is reproductive. But af
Southern Cross [ am eonnecting the eoun-
try between that place and Youanme,
Mount Jackson and Mulline, with wells.
At the new find, the Corinthian, we have
a gang of men, and we have another gang
at the new find North of Peak Hill. We
arc putting dams down wherever they are
required and 1 feel quite satisfied it will
be found {bat the work is justified. But
it is just as well to know that the money
is expended from loan and we have to
pay the interest from the general revenue.

Mr. Scaddan: It is the large interest
bill that prevenis us spending money for
the purpose ont of revenne.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Would
the hon. member leave these people
without water or prefer a district not
to be opened up until revenne was avail-~
able for the pumrpose? Representing a
Kalgoorlie constitueney, the hon. mem-
ber does not give the same consid-
eration tn a matter like this that the
members for Murchison and Dundas
would. The member for Murchison
knows how the country is ahsolutely
sprinkled with wells to enable people to
travel away from the railway. In addi-
tion to railways and water supplies.
which I look upon as heing the prin-
eipal matters for assisting the mining in-
dustry, there are other systems by
which we give assistance to the indus-
try. The first. after railways ami
water supplies, is cheap areas fo enable
a man fo escape as mueh as ean
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be avoided in the way of rent in
the early stages of his prospect-
ing. Other matters are cheap crush-
ing facilities and assistance in gen-
eral, The system of prospeeting
areas established by myself enables a
wan to hold 18 acres of land for 18
months, which period a warden can ex-
tend for a further six months. We
have the privilege of cancelling any area
if the holder gets rich stone, and that is
aften done. There ave at present 12,465
acres held as prospecting areas, and as-
suming that the same area would be
taken up, if it were not for this privi-
lege we would have reeeived £12,000
more revenue in the department. I
think I am right in assuming ihat
preily well the same area would be
held. Tt is impossible for the State to
put poblic batteries in every centre; in
faet, it is against the spirit of the Aect
to put up a battery when there is a
private plant in the vietnity. We have,
however, subsidised 30 private mills,
and last year 30,000 tons of ore were
crushed at these mills, for which the
Government paid a subsidy on the aver-
age of 1s. 5%%d. per ton. By the end of
1909 we had 35 State batteries, and since
these figures were prepared, batteries
* have been erected at Marble Bar and
Mt. Sir Samuel. The capital cost of
the batteries has been £282,000. Ae-
cording to the Treasury figures the re-
ceipts from the State plants since they
started have been £695,000 and the ex-
penditure has been £727,000, leaving a
defieit of £32,000. These figures are
hardly eorrect according to the balance
sheet, becavse they do not make pro-
vision for stocks in band; the actual
loss wounld be £19,000 instead of
£32,000; but I have taken these fignres
because they happen t¢ be Treasury
figures, and I wish to keep to them as
far as possible. The mills have ernshed
735,000 tons of ore for 764,000 ounces
of gold, a magnificent record so far as
the resouvces of the country are con-
cerned, averaging over an ounce to the
ton and giving to the customers of the
plants €3,283,119 in value from the pro-
duet treated. We all know of the great
developments that have taken place at
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Meekatharra, and to a great extent the
growth of that place ean be attributed
to the public battery system. Also
Black Range was absolutely opened up
by the water supply and battery sys-
tem. Younanme, which was almost de-
serted a little time ago, is another in-
stance. I took the responsibility of put-
ting a plant there, and I believe we are
going to have a very important district
employing a large amount of labour
there. Sir Samue! is another old dis-
triet. It was pretty well deserted. We
have put up a battery there with a view
to trying to build up the place again.
Hon. members must remember that we
have to take risks in conneetion with
the public battery system that other
persons would not take. We have to
provide a plant for a distriet with a view
to helping it on, and we have to take the
risk of the battery tarning out a failure.
On the other hand, we probably go into
an old distriet like Sir Samuel and try
and lift it from depression into a foue-
ishing condition.

Mr. Holman: Why not try Cue?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Cue
is an old place with erushing plants all
round it crushing at a reasonable rate,
and if the hon. member thinks a State
mill is going to make all the differcnee
in that district I have very little hope
for ihe industry there. We want to get
out to the baek country where there are
no facilities. Where public money is ex-
pended it should be to build up a place
that bas not the facilities other places
have. It is all very well for people to
try to analyse our work by the work
done at other plants. It is quite a dif-
ferent proposition when a mill has
plenty of stone coming in all of the
one grade, and when the oune class of
treatment is neecessary, to when you get
different classes of ore during the week,
or during the month, and where prob-
ably the mill is shat down for a month
or six weeks or several months and the
manager or earetaker has to he paid
in the interval. We ecan crush 280,000
to 300,00 tons of ore a year, but the

average for the last few years has
been only 94,000 tons, so that we
are Bwot kept oeccupied a third of
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the time. If the plants were kept
occupied I am satisfied we eould
show a much better return for the

whole system. 1 would like to show the
elass of work that ean be done where
we do wzet the stone. Taking last
month’s statement of the operations
during June, I find that the cost of
crushing at Menzies was Hs. 2 1/3d, per
ton, while our charge to the customers
was 8s. 2d. per ton. That was probably

owing to the time system. It will be
seen our crushing charges and ecosts

were exceedingly low. I do not think
they have ever been so low in the sys-
tem. [ may say the cost includes all de-
parimental eharges. Now, taking Leo-
nora, I notice a statement was made hy
Mr. Brimage a little while ago about
the charge at Leonora being 20s. a ion.
The average charge to eustomers during
June at Leonera was 6s. 9d. per ton.

Mr. Seaddan: What is your price if
they e¢rnsh per ton?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: These
people crushed by the hour. CQur charge
is 10s. 64. if they erush by the ton, but
crushing by the hour the average price
for the customers in IL.eonora during
June was Gs. 9d. The cost to the de-
partment was Bs. 1034d.

Mr. Gourley: How many parcels were
crushed in that month?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Taking
the Menzies return there were 15 par-
cels, and the cost was only 5s. 2d. per
ton. At Leonora our charge to the eus-
{omers during that month’ was 6s, 9d.
At Boopardie the cost to the enstomers
was 7« 9d.,, whereas the cost to
the department was only Gs. I
would point eut this eost ineludes all
charges, inspectors’ and head office costs,
and such like. If we eould keep running
all the time a big difference would im-
mediately be made in our charges to these
people, or we could make a profit that
would enable us to pay interest and sink-
ing fund. However, we have opened up
many districts and have produced over
€3,000,000 worth of gold, and we have
kept eommunities togetlher. I recently
read in the Kalgoorlie Miner a statement
that we were making all sorts of extra
charges so0 as {o make a profit in
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conneetion with the batteries. We
have spent £282,000 on the batteries.
Interest at 4 per cent. on that amount
would be £97,000. The loss on working
amounts to £32,000. That makes a total
loss of £129,000. Then, there is depre-
ciation, The officers of the department
gay it is approximately £165,000, the pre-
sent value of the plants heing £116,000.
If 1hese plants were ¢ompelled to pay the
£97,000 interest uvn the capital expended
we would have fo increase the eharges
straight away by 2s. 94. per ton.

Mr. O’Loghien: The mills would wozk
full time then instead of being six months
idle.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: The
hon. mewmber has not been about the
fields mueh when he says that if we
put on these increased charges we would
gel more stone to treat.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Some of the wmills are
hung wp for six months, .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-
cause we have not the stone to treat. [
have reduced the tonnage to start a mill
to 300 tons for a 5-head mill in a small
district and 300 in a large distriet. I
think we should have enough stone to
keep us going.

Mr. Secaddan: ILow prices should be -
an ioducement to bring stone along.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
satisfied the prospectors would be very
glad if they were told there was a fur-
ther reduection.

Mr. Seaddan:
ger turnover.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But
we would get a bigger loss if the stone
was not forthecoming. A few years ago
the charges were very high, being 15s. to
20s. a ton. They were brought down con-
sistently year after year, until at the pre-
sent time the charges show a loss un
working, and we do not pay interest. If
we paid interest and paid the loss we
would have to provide another £129,000,
and if we had to provide depreciation
we would have to make it £294,000. No
doubt these plants should provide depre-
ciation if we are not going to look to the
indireet advantages, and the leader of the
Opposition is not going to look for any
indirect advantages in the expenditure of

You would get a big-
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loau monev. As I have already said, in
order to provide interest we would have
ter inerease the price by 2s. 9d. per ton.

My, Holman: We spent money from
revenue on State batteries.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
(jovernment to which the member be-
longed were not the first to do that. Does
not the member consider that interest
should he found even although the capital
is fuund from revenue? For instance, if
he were to build a house or construct a
water supply, would he not think the
capital cost of the work should be cap-
able of producing interest? 1 certainly
should. 1f we were compelled to
add suffivient to our charges to
make up for depreciation and in-
terest on loams we would have to in-
crease the present price by 8s. 5%4d. per
ton, If efforts were not made on the
part of the Minister to curtail expenses,
assuredly he wounld be laying himself
open to attacks from the Opposition,
We can, however, show that the erushing
costs have been decreased by 1s. per ton
during last year’s operations, although
we had more batteries to work and less
stone to treat, and this shows that the
administration has  been  ecarefully

watched and that there have been no ex- -

travagances. All we want in eonnection
with the battery system is tonnage, for
if we get that we will very soon show
better returns. 1 hope we shall be able
to show some profit, despite the large
sum of money invested. 1f is just as
well. in giving consideration 1o  what
has been done for the industry, to recog-
nise that £280,000 odd has been expended
npon & system which has not paid for
working expenses, one penny interest
or one penny for depreciation. The in-
direet advantages are, however, enormous,
and T believe they fully justify the ex-
penditure. In addition te that we have
given subsidies for cartage and for de-
velopment, we bhave assisted in diamond
drilling, and at the present time some
zood work is being done in that respect
in the Mount Morgans distriet owing to
the ascistance given there. We have as-
sisted in development generally, and in
\ the purchase of machivery. It must al-
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ways be understood that when people
eome to us for assistance from the Mining
Development Vote it is a eritical period
of their history: it is a time when they
have pretty well exhansted all their funds
and have probably no riech ore in sight.
The department have then to take the
risk. [ have consistently refused all 1e-
quests  for assistance in  development
work. By the efforts we have made in
helping men to buy machinery we have
heen able to build up a great many mines
in Western Aunstralia, Suggestions have
been made that boards should be ap-
pointed in connection with the apportion-
ment of the Mining Development Vote, if
there is to be one in the future. It is
impossible in the outback country to have
mining boards fully qualified to deal with
this question of the apportionment of
funds. There could not be one in every
camp, and a mining board in a place such
as, say, Leonora, would endeavour to
concentrate their efforts on assisting
mines, the development of which wonld
have the result of building up their own
town and wonld peglect places like Mul-
line, Maleolm, and other outhack dis-
triets, The same remarks would apply
to boards at Menzies or Kookynie.

Mr. Scaddan: That is purely assump-
tion,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A
mining board in Menzies would not pay
much attention to applications for as-
sistance from Davyhurst or Niagara.

My, Seaddan; Why not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-
eause it would net belp to build up their
patticutar district, and their interest, con-
sequently, would not be the same,

Mr. Hudson: Whom would yon ap-
point?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
would be a great diffieulty unless the
boards were made purely loeal, for there
eould not be one in each wmining district.
I intend, if required, to provide meinbers
with a list showing the expenditure from
the Mining Devetopment Vote in the vari-
ous consfituencies. I had one prepared
lazt year whieh showed that the Mount
Murgaret distriet had received the largest
portion of this ameount, while of the re-
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spective towns the list was headed by
Kanowna. [ should be pleased to publish
the retarn. 1 think it would also be wise,
if we bhave a sum on the Estimates for
mining development, te set out how that
sum is to be apportioned to the varioos
goldfields, Sinee the year 1901 we have
spent on mining development £124,458.

Mr. Holman: How much have you got
back !

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
recoups amount to £158,316. 1In the early
days the major portion of the vote was
spent in the nature of subsidies iIn con-
nection with erushing at private mills,
and a deal in ssbsidies in developing br-
low the ditierent levels. There were also
sabsidies in conneetion with diamond
drilling, so that nothing like all the
money was paid in the shape of advances,
We have exceedingly good value for the
advances now in existence. For instance,
there was a guestion of a loan raised by
the leader of the Opposition at Callion
for £1,000. There is a magnificent secu-
rity for the advance there. There was also
a sum at Gwalia and for Hatt’s battery.

Mr. Scaddan: What was the seeurity
on the Callion?

The MINISTER FOR MINLER :
There is a 10-head mill, and we have a
firsi mortgage on it and a mortgage over
the mine, We have also a mortgage on
Hatt’s Mill, and could get the money any
day we liked to foreclose. I have not yet
closed on them for I think that by doing so
I would only delay operations, and might
prevent local creditors from being uble
to get their money. Besides giving rail-
ways, water supplies, and assistance
generally we have established a mining
school where very good progress has
bheen made. We are starting an engi-
neering course there and are doing all
we can to enable students to obtain a
sound mechanical and enpineering know-
ledge. Our duty should be to build up a
race of mining engineers there, and
everything possible is being done to make
the School of Mines a thoroughly fest-
class institution. Statements were made
that we are charging muceh higher fees
there than in Perth, or in other schools
of mines in the Eastern States. That
idea was exploded by a statement pre-
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parved by Mr. Allen, the director, which
showed that the fees charged at Kal-
goorlie compared more than favourably
with the fees charged in the Technieal
School, Perth., The total amount spent
in mining development from the grant-
ing of Responsible Governimment has been
£1,450,000. When members know what is
being done in this direction in the East-
ern States and New Zealand they will
appreciate the assistance given in West-
ern Australia. In New Zealand large
sums of meney were spent from loan, Lt
it was mainly in the bailding of roads,
a course {o which the leader of the Op-
position in his speech lo-night offered so
mueh objection. In Vietoria they have
done nothing so extensive in the nature
of establishing a battery system. They
have in that State some small mills
and have compelled those having them
to pay the greater cost of the up-
keep. In none of the other States has
anything been done in the way of asro-
viding railways, water supplies, or as-
sistance generally, In faet, in no other
part of the world has such geperous as-
sistanee been shown as has been exhibited
towards our goldfields by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Scaddan: Nor has such a generons
return from the fields been given.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
question may well be asked how is it
that, with all this assistance, the indnstry
has not made the advance one would ¢x-
pect. When one looks at the history of
Kalgoorlie and the great development at
a depth showing large lodes carrying
good values, such as for imstance at ihe
Fingal, Cue, at Kalgoorlie and at Lco-
nora, and the big discoveries at Mcaka-
tharra, and the opening up of other new
distriets, such as the Youanme, it will ba
realised that fresh developments arve
daily arising in conneetion with the in-
dustry. During the past month or fwo
a rich deposit has been discovered within
& few miles of where gold was first dis-
eovered on the Eastern fields. There
certainly has been a slight decline in the
gold yield, but it must he remembered
that we are treating a bigger tonmnage
and emplovine more men than formerly.
I was pleased to see an artiele in the}
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Boulder Siar recently to the effect that
500 men were being taken on at the
Perseverance, and the suggestion was
made that more miners were required
than were actually available. 1 dv not
know if that is the case, and I do not
want to do anything to interfere with
the labour market, but I know that there
has been a closing down of the Gwalia
at Wilnna, and the dismissal of a large
number of men. No doubt these wen
will be available for the Eastern finlds,
where it is said there is a shortage.
Therc bhas been a big inerease in the eoal
consumption, the figures being 214,000
tons last year, as compared with 175,000
tons the previous year. In conncetion
with eopper there was turned ovul during
last year eopper to the value of £43,000.
So far as these two industries are <pn-
cerned, I fee! sure they have an un-
doubted future.

Mr. Collier: How does copper com-
pare with the previous year?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
should have said that the increase this
vear was to the value of £43,900 and
that the increased tounage was 6,790,
So far as coal is concerned, there is ro
doubt that it is getting a hold in the
bunkering trade whiech I feel sure will
continue to grow. The reports I have
received from the Phillips River and
Whim Creek show that there are large
deposits there of valuable copper. I
regret to say, however,—and it seems
wonderful eonsidering how much rain
has fallen in other parts of the Stat: —
that the water supply at Phillips River
has been so bad thai unless we give eon-
siderable assistance I fear the company
will be eompelled to turn off a large num-
ber of men and probably put the place
back for a few years. Any day, how-
ever, we may find the dams which have
besn constructed there filled with water,
The guestion members might well ask
themselves is this, what is the cause of
greater progress not having been made in
connection with mining? I put it down
to the antipathy to eapital. There is no
doubt that a great number of people
tbink that the capitalist is a monster and
look upon him as their greatest enemy.
It is impossible to build up big mines
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in this Siate without capital. 1t is im-
possible to expect the prospector to go
into the back eountiry to build up the
industry unless he ean get money to sct
kis minc going. Fair treatment should
be shown to the people who are prepared
to put moeney into the industry.

Mr. Holman: Have not they had [air
treatment?

The MINISTER FOR MIXES- 1
know the member will not agree with me,
Surely any person should recognise the
great value a mine such as the Fingal is
not only to Cue and Day Dawn but also
to Perth, Premantle, and Geraldton, and
that it means employment and living to
large numbers of people. So lone as
the State sees there are fair conditions
for the employees, great good must be
done by the introdueliorn of eapital. It
should be recognised that if we induce
capital to eome here and help to build
up the small mines, good must ensue
Unless a prospector is lucky enough
to find a wonderfully rich proposition,
he cannot expect to do well if he has no
capital behind him. There are very few
of ihese riech propositions and it is not
they who require assistanee, but there
are the hundred and one small properties
where capital judicionsly expended in
development and machinery, so as to en-
able the mines to be economically worked,
would not only build them wp but
also the industry as a whole and so en-
able labour to be provided for the pso-
ple.

Mr. Holman: What capital came in to
build np Meekatharra?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tle
rich shows at Meekatharra built it up.

Mr. Holman: Some of those rich
shows did not po above 3dwis,

Mr. Collier: What pereentage of their
profits do these wealthy companies put
into prospecting?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not think they do half enough in that
respeet, but there have been some in-
stances where they have expended
money. I ecannot show that they have
done all they oughl to have done in the
way of boilding up the industry, but
we must have capital, labour, and brains.
These tliree things are most essential.
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Capital and labour are both very neces-
sary but unless we have brains as well
in helping to build up the indnstry, eapi-
tal and labour are not of much use. Let
us take South Afriea, and see the en-
ormous development that is going on
there. There they pay 10 per cent. roy-
alties, and there is no diminntion in the
amonnt of work.

Mi. Scaddan: There might be.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: There
night be some day. The ({overnment
there have dene all they possibly could
to build up the industry. In 1880 they
eame to the eonelusion thiat mining was
a wmore specalative indusiry than any
other, and being so they could not see
why it should not be more restrictive.
To-day they have something like be-
tween 135,000 and 145,000 men employed
in it.

Mr. Readdan: Are our eonditions re-
strietive ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
are undoubtedly restrietive. 1 want to
poini ont that a eertain amount of an-
tipathy exists towards the person who
is prepared to come here and invest his
capital.

Mr. Holman: Point to one instance.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: They
are innumerable,

Mr. Holman: That is all nonsense.

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: I
know the hon. member thinks differently.

Mr, Holman: If you exposed some of
the mining swindles you would do some
good.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1
hope the hon. member has npot been
swindled. Anyhow, with regard to our
laws, we have had great praise from an
American authority who was sent here
a little while ago. He deseribed them in
a report which he recently issued as be-
ing the most symmetrical and evenly
balanced. That should be sufficient
praise. What I want the country to he-
lieve is that in connection with an in-
dusiry sueh as this we want to create a
better feeling so as to induce capital
te vome here and we will be able then
to employ not 18,000 or 19,000 miners
but more like 30,000, and with eonditions
which are better even than those exist-
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ing to-day. The duty of the State is to
look after the interests of the people
and we should do our utmost to encour-
age capital to come here and to find
employment for our people.

Mr. Holman: Expoese a few of the big
mining swindles.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
will he pleased to make any restriction
in the Mining Aect to prevent frand. If
I had the opportunity to do anything in
econnection with company laws in any
way so as fo make sare that share-
holders would be treated more fairly, I
would do everything I possibly eould to
that end. Where vou have an industry
which is speculative it should not be
tuo restrictive.

Mr. Ilolman: There are thousands of
acres of the best awriferous land locked
up under exemption, and have been
locked up for years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
course the hon. member may have that
idea. T was going to make some remarks
with regard to the history of other coun-
tries, amd point out the value of the
mining industry, but [ do not think it
is necessary here, becanse I would be
oeeupying too much time, and moreover
I wish to make a few refences to our
railway system before I conclude. I
will not have an opportunity again, so
I thought a few remarks with regard to
what is being dane in the Railway De-
partment wounld be of interest to mem-
bers, and probably the information that
T ean give may be the means, I hope, of
less criticism being offered by hon. mem-
bers. The mileage of our railways in
1905 was 1,568. Last year it was 2,145,
and we opened 102 miles in 1907-8; 101
miles in the following year, and 100
miles last vear. Hon. members will
thus see the quick growth of the railway
system. This year will be a reecord one.
We have just opened the Sandstone
railway. We are about to open the ex-
tension to Meekatharra, and we will
follow with the Upper Chapman, Bridge-
town-Wilgarrup, Dowerin-Merredin lines,
and the extension to Wongan Hills. All
the=e will be opened during the current
vear. Just to show that the railways
of Western Ausiralia are a fair paying
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proposition, I will quote a few figures:
" The ecapital cost in 1907-8 was
£10,732,000; the earnings in that year
were £1501,000; the working expenses
£1,007,000, interest £336,000 showing a
surplus after paying working expenses
and interest on the capital expended of
£128,000. The year before last, 1908-9,
with a eapital of £11,016,000 the earn-
ings were £1,508,000—just a little more
than in the previous year. The working
expenses decreased to £973,000. Our
interest bill was £377,000, yet we show-
ed a surplus that vear after paying
working expenses and interest of
£156,000. In the year just ended, 1909-10,
the capital cost increased by £367,000,
making a total eapital cost of £11,354,000.
The earnings were £1,637,000, an
increase of £128,000 over the previous
ficures. The working expenses came fo
£1,096,000, interest to £387,000, and the
sarplus over working expenses and in-
tervest to £153,000.

Mr. Holman: Explain how much has
been transferred to loan.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Look-
ing at these figures, one will see a de-
crease of £3,900. We paid inte Sus-
pense £21,000, being half the cost of the
fire at Midland Junection, and the replace-
wment of the stock which was burned. We
also paid £12,000 for the purpose of
carrying on relaying works between
Beverley and York. A sam of £33,600
conld have been added to our profits of
the previous year, if we had desired
and instead of having spent £124,000 for
the porpose of earning £128,000 we have
an inerease of £33,000.

Mr. Holman: You transferred £40,000
from revenuve to loan for replacing ob-
solete stock.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not
this year,

Mr. Holman: It was £30,000 this year.
and £40,000 in the previous year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon., member will remember that we gave
an undertaking that in conovection with
Collie coal we would earry it for two years
further. An increase took plage in the
price of Neweastle coal. and so there had
to be a corresponding increase in the Col-
lie article.  This meant an increased
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charge to the department. Again, when
the Goldfields Water Supply Department
asked the mining companies to pay a
higher price for water they also asked
that the railways should pay a fair sum
for their water supply on the goldfields,
and we had to agree to take what would
represent a minimum outlay of £20,000.
Then, we have been bringing a lot of old
engines that we had put on one side into
traffic again for all the spur lines, and
that was a charge against our revenue
during the past year. We have also an
inerease in our salary bill which did not
apply last year, and which amounts to a
large sum in the wages and salaries of
the staff generally. T have not the exaect
figures here,

Mr. Gill: Would it not be just as well
to pay al the wages that are due before
the expiration of the year instead of hold-
ing them over until the new year?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
was not aware that that was done. It
was not brought upder my notice. I
know, however, that a little while ago
some people in the back conntry did not
get their wages paid until some five or six
days after they were due, and I asked
that that state of affairs should be altered.
I do not think that people should be com-
pelled to wait for what is dne to them,
especially those in the back country, and
I asked that every effort should be made
to get over any difficulty that might exist.
With our increased mileage we have in-
creased traffie. During Jast year the
trains ran over 296,000 miles; we carried
460,000 more passengers, and 296,000
more fons. I will not bother going into
all the figures about the earnings and the
expenditure, because T want to refer-more
particularly to the question of the mann-
facture of rolling stock. The member for
Brown Hill pointed ont that if we were
not eareful we wonld find ourselves short
of rolling stock. We have bheen opening
up a lot of new lines, and naturally we
want a lot of rolling steck, and every
effort is being made to meet the demand
of the railway system. Last year we put
into traffic five O A locomotives which were
made at the workshops; 3 ACL cars, 52
D vans, and 272 Ge¢ waeons, all made at
the workshops. There were also mana-
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factured at the Westralia Iron Works 82
(e wagons. There are now in course of
construction at the workshops five more
OA locomotives, seven ACL cars, 134 Ge
wagons, while 166 Ge wagons are also
being made at the irouworks. We have
accepted contvacts and given authority to
the workshops for two AD cars, two Za
brake vans, 25 D vans, and 50 Fa louvred
vans, and to the ivon works for 13 AT
ears, three AW cars, two- AU cars, and
250 Ge wagons. The stock in course of
eonstrmetion amounts in value to £60,000,
while those authorised and sbout to be
construeted will eost about £123,000. We
will require in addition a number of loco-
motives which will cost a large sum of
money ; 10 suburbav ears, 350 Ge cars, 23
Fa louvred vans, 100 sheep and cattle
vans, 10 brake vans, and five other vans.
We are going to do all we ean to try to
build these, with the exception of the loco-
motives already ordered. We will require
three locomotives to work on sharp eurves
and steep gradients, and it will be neces-
sary to order these from England or else-
where.

Mr. Seaddan: Could not they be made
here?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
really have not room at the present time
to carry on other neeessary work, We
have all we possihly ean do, and we have
already let a contraet for the eonstruction
of new paint shops to cost £12,000. When
the plans of the workshops were origin-
ally designed fhey comprised three build-
ings of 600 feel each, and the select com-
mittee who deait with the question con-
sidered that three shops of 300 feet wonld
be sofficient for the then requirements.
They were quite right, but the time has
now arrived for extension and we will
have to inerease Nos. 2 and 3 by 300 feet,
making them in aceordance with the origi-
nal secheme. Buildings and machinery to-
gether will cost £100,000, but we will be
able to do considerably more than in the
past in respect to the manufacture of
locomotives.  However, we will not he
able to manufacture the locomotives re-
quired for immediate necessitirs.  Still,
we intend, if we can get the authorisation
we renuire. and if we ean wset the neces-
sary workmen——
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Mr. Angwin:
them,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Wall,
as I say, if we can get them, we intend
to see if we cannot manufacture all the
rolling stock we require. I am pleased
to say that up to the present time, and
for some years past, every bhit of rolling
stock has heen made in the State.

Mr. Apgwin: How does it compare in
the matter of price?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
More than well in respect to boilers,
wagons and carriages. We lhave done
remarkably well both in respect to our
work and in respect to contracts within
the State, We shall have these great al-
terations made in the workshops, and we
will be faced with a large indent of ma-
chinery for them. Thus I hope soon to
have such a plant as will enable us to
manufacture all the locomotives required
within the State itself, Then, next year,
we will have very great additions to our
trade. There has been a big expansion
all round, including timber and Collie
coal, We should, T think, have more coal
to earry in the future than we carried
last year. There has been an extraordin-
ary settlement going on in connection
with agrieulture. Last year we ecarried
oper 40,000 tons of superphosphates, and
with the inereased tounage of super-
phosphates we can reasonably expect a
lavgely increased tonnage of products.
Mining is on the upgrade, and there must,
of necessity, be a big inerease in popula-
fion and productivn. Every effort will
be made by the Railway Department to
cope with the increased traffie following
upon the progress made by Western Aus-
tralia, and I hope we will be able to show
a far greater revenue next year than we
have done in the past.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest): In ris-
ing to make a few remarks on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply it is not my intention to
follow the various statements made by
the Minister who has just resumed his
seat. I think it wonld be preferable to
wait till we read them in Hansard, be-
cause it is impossible to keep any cheek
at all upon his statemenis as orally de-
livered. T desire t:- ~v T resret very
much the delsy i avine o7 Parlia.

It will be easy to get
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ment this session; because it appears to
me we are likely to get through a good
deal of work withont proper attention
and necessary disecussion. There are var-
ious Bills foreshadowed as likely to
come forward before Christmas. We met
at the beginning of August, and I believe
a great number of legislators suffer from
sammer fag, and will want fo adjourn
before Chrisimas. That being the case,
we will not he able to give proper atten-
tion to-the contentious weasures outlined
in the Governor’s Speech. I do not in-
tend to deal at any length with the Pre-
wier’s speech delivered at Bunbury; ve-
cause instead of being a statement or
utteraneces foreshadowing legislation, it
was largely in the nature of a bateb of
statistics. 1 do not intend to follow those
subjects further than to make reference
to the industry upon which practically the
whole of the South-West is dependent at
the present time. In that speech some
attention was paid to the timber industry,
and I contend it was not before it was
time. The Premier bhas made the an-
nouncement that it is the intention of the
Government to appoint a capable man to
look after the forests of the State.

Mr. Jacoby: Hear, hear.

My, O'LOGHLEN: It is all very well
to say “hear, hear,” and I am prepared
to support it, provided we get a eapable
man. It is a refleetion on the Geovern-
menl to think that the man at present in
charge of the department has oceupied
his position for the last 15 years, the in-
ference being that he is now incapahle—
in other words, it is only after 15 years
that we discover he is ineapable. I am
not raising any objection to the proposed
appointment mentioned by the Premier,
but I hope the Government will not go
outside of Anmstralia for an expert to
deal with the foresiry system of ‘he
State. I think the report of the Royal
Commission that sat in New South Wales,
might be taken into serious consideration
by the Premier. We would he wise if
in making this appointment we paid
special attention to that report, and es-
pecialy to the following clause:—

We found a considerable difference
of apinion among educational expervts
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and others as to the fitness for that
position of s highly {rained man from
abroad, who, while possessing a know-
ledge of the prineciples of modern for-
estry under European, or, perbaps
Indian conditions, would be ignorant
of the peenliarities of the Australian
flova, the chkaracteristies of our indige-
nous irees, the opposite conditions of
soil and climate, and the liberal laws

" under which our rural populations are
controlled. After carvefully weighing
the evidence given on this point, we are
convinced that in order to ensure. the
proper working of a new department,
and- to establish a successful forestry
system, it is advisable that the position
of chief commissioner should be -filled
by a man having Australian forestry
experience, and proved organising and
administrative ability, rather than by a
highly trained scientifie expert from
abroad. ‘ ' S :

I sincerely trust that in the new appoint-
ment the Government will not go to ‘the
North of England or the South of Scot-
land for an expert, as they did last year,
I hope that instead of this they will re-
serve the post for one or another of those
men who have spent all the years of their
lives among the flora of Australia. 1
want to say a word in regard to the re-
servations in connection with the timber
industry, and to direet my remarks par-
ticalarly to the Minister for Lands; be-
canse, three or four weeks ago, a state-
ment was made in the Press that the
Minister had reserved 750,000 acres for
public works requirements, or for the
services of the State. Most people will
agree with the Minister when he takes a
step that will assure to the people for
the next few years a sufficient supply of
timber for their requirements, There are
many big projeets looming in the future;
there ave a couple of Transcontirental
railways to be constructed in Australia,
and there will. of neeessity, be an ex-
pansion of our railway system through
all the States. Bat I want to enter an
objection to the methods adopted by the
Minister, to his saying that three-quarters
of a million acres of country has been
rezerved and yet not making any attempt
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to classify that area—that is to say, to
discover whether it is blackboy, or jarrah,
or karri, or tunart, or any other particular
timber. It is absolutely impossible to get
from the Ministry, or from the Forestry
Department, any aceurate estimate of the
area of our jarrah lands at present the
property of the Crown. It is impossible,
I say, to find out tie area to be exploited
in the foture, or the area we ecan lock
up for our own requirements. I contend
it is time some attempt was made to clas-
sify the timber lands with the object of
getting thal information of which we
stand so muech in need. 1 say without
fear of «ontradietion, that the figures
given by the Minister, so far as they re-
late to jarrah, are entirely misleading;
and when we desire to raise our voice and
agk that eaution be exercised, when we

want to exercise a little vigilance
in connection with our timber areas
we are met with the reply that
the Minister has reserved 730,000

acres and that, consequently, there is no
occasion for alarm. Instead of this being
the actnal area available I think I am
safe 1n writing off 500,000 acres of it, ro
far, at least, as jarrah is concerned. I
am pleased that the Mimster has reserved
the flora and fauna in the vicinity of
Pinjarra and put it in Class ‘*A.'"" This
reserve has dwindled materially from
what it was originally, and I hope it will
now remain the property of the State.
Attempts have been made in the past,
and I suppose will again be made in ihe
future, to have this area thrown open
for timber-cutting; but I hope when sueh
attempt is made in the future the Min-
ister will bring both his big feet down
on that proposition as soon as he can.
I think if we were to take the system ad-
opted in Sonth Australia of finding out
the area of country available and eclas-
sifying it by giving it in different hun-
dreds, we would have a more accurate
idea of our timber lands in this country.
As T say, it is impossible to get this in-
formation, and 1 see no possibility of
any improvement in this respect unless
some refurm is brought about in the For-
estry Department.

The Minister for Lands: We will bave
the conservator presently.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I think we might
do something before the conservator ar-
rives. I want to say a few words in re-
gard to the cut-out arveas of the State.
The timber wealth is likely to be of the
utmost importance to the State for years
to come, and it hehoves us to see that we
have a continuous industry. 1 do not
want to see the export figures grow and
expand for a few years; only to have the
boom followed by a disastrous slump. I
want to see the industry continuons, giv-
ing continuous employment to the large
number of men engaged in it te-day. We
find that 120,000 acres has been cut over
by the eomrpanies, and no use whatever is
being made by the Government of that
area to-day. When the new conservator
is appointed it will not be so much his
duty to bring into existence new forests
as to police the forests we have, and
which, if Teceiving the attention the Gov-
ernment should be giving them, would be
producing a much larger quantity of
timber than they do.

The Premier: It can only be done by
natural re-growth.

Mr. 'LOGHLEN : T will admit we can-
not plant the hardwoods; that is not my
poliey. T am taking up the same stand as
last session, that if we were to assist
nature a little in this country—and nature
is rather generons—by employing a few
practical men to ro thronghout these ent-
out areas, we would be deing a great
amount of good. T certainly have worked
in the industry for a few years, but |
do not claim tlje practieal knowledge that
hundreds of others have in the State. T
believe, however, from the experience of
men who have been all their lives in our
forests that the greatesi enemy to the cut-
out area, and the greatest enemy to our
forests, is bush fires. If attention is paid
in this direction and in the direction of
taking oul any seraggy trees that might
prevent the growth of young promising
trees, we could bring our cut-out forests
into & reproductive state again. There
are settlements in some of the cut-out
areas, and I believe settlements should be
allowed in some favoured areas, especially
in gullies that are perhaps suitable for
vine culture or fruit growing. The only
thing in regard to encouraging settlement
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in the jarrah areas is the fact that in a
few years when we have the settlers it
means the past experience in regard to
Jarrahwood and Denmark will be re-
peated when the lands will not grow good
timber any longer, and the Government
will be asked to buy, perbaps at an ex-
orbitant price, two streaks of rust and a
permanent way. However, in many fav-
ourable localities fruitgrowers and set-
tlers would make a good living if given
assistance at the start. Many employees
at timber mills T am sure will be pre-
pared to establish homes for themselves
and utilise the time they lose at the mills
in improving their holdings. Something
has been said to-night in regard to the
colony system of setilement. I hope en-
couragement will be given to thaf system
in settling our agricultural settlers in
¢lose proximity to one another. I believe I
would have no difficulty in getting a hun-
dred of the best axemen to-morrow, sons
of farmers from the Eastern States, {o
take up each 1,000 acres close to one
another where they could co-operate to
make a success of their settlement. I hope
enconragement will be given to them so
that we will not see themr wage-siaves for
ever and not dependent on an industry
which flnctuates, but we will see them
men who will strike out for themselves
and make an independent living. I hope
the Attorney General or the Solicitor
General will give me some information
in regard to the freedom allowed to tim-
ber companies in the carriage of freight
and passengers on their lines. I ap-
proached the Solicitor General last recess,
and he assured me in the documents I
received from him that some of the tim-
ber eoncessions were absolute principali-
ties, and that it Wwas almest impossible
for the Govertnent to intervene. I am
going to prosecute the subject further,
becanse I find the freights of the various
timber lines are excessive, and that the
fares are praetically double those charged
on Government lines. Proper facilities
are not provided and, while workmen at
the different eenires have to ride in open
trucks. for others they provide carriages.
This is a diserimination that should not
be allowed to continue. At Yarloop and
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other centres workmen have t0 board the
train in open trucks at five o’clock in the
morning no matter what the weather may
be, but if Ministers of the Crown are
going to the assistance of ome of their
nominees who is floundering the company
arve prepared to put on closed earriages.
The excuse is that there are so many
dead-ends it is absolutely dangerous to
travel in closed carriages, but that exense
does not hold good when Ministers of the
Crown jourtey on these particular lines.
A few nights ago the Attorney General
and the Aecting Premier went to Nanga
Brook in one of these carriages. I say
this distinction should not be allowed;
it is a elass distinction of the worst kind;
and these people trying to make the best
of it in timber centres should be entitled
to some consideration. With regard to
the statement of the member for Albany,
replied to by the Premier, as to planting
the pines at Ludlow, I wish it to be dis-
tinetly understood that not one member
of the Opposition objecis to the policy
of planting pines. Most of us have read
of the suceess in the Eastern States in
this direction. I think I know every acre
of pine forest planted in South Australia.
None of us are going to raise our voices
in opposition to the policy of pine plan-
tations. I support the policy of planting
pines in any part of the State snitable.
There are pine forests in the North-West
of the State, but from information I
have rveceived I believe the nearest is 245
miles from Derby beyond Isdell and back
from the Leopold Ranges, and that it is
absolutely impossible for any company to
exploit these areas of pine forests in the
North-West for many years to come. In
fdet T was assured by men who had becn
there that it is not a forest at ail, but that
vou find a elamp of suitable trees and
pussibly go 10 or 15 miles before you
find another clump.

The Premier: This pine is to the East
of (‘ambridge Gulf; it is not near Derby.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: No; there are pines
at a place called Isdell. They extend
for 400 miles, I believe. We are all 1 a
guandary in regard to the extent «f the
forest. I do not think any member of
the House knows as much about the suh-
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jeet as we would like to koow, but I
know the country is a long way away
and diffienlt to get at, and from the in-
formation I have gathered from men
whp bave been over the ground I believe
that it is not a forest that it would pay
a company, no matter how wealthy it
might be, to put in a railway to tap;
also that it is very patehy and consists
of elumps of pine with big spaces be-
tween. However, in regard to the Lud-
Jow planting, 1 am not altogether con-
vinced we are following out the most
economical and best poliey in seleeting
Ludlow wheve the timber is so heavy.
‘We were told by the Premier in his
policy speech that there were 40 hul-
tocks, 30 men and two fraction engines
aemployed in clearing at Ludlow pre-
paratory to planting pines, and the Min-
ister for Lands in making his speech in
this House said it was costing approxi-
mately £5 per acre.

The Minister for Lands: I said it eost
£13 by day labour and half that sum by
the present method.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I am not going to

quibble over 10s. or £1, but I am going
to wateh these figures elosely. I am eon-
vineed it is not being cleared at £5 or
€6 an acre. From what I know of the dis-
triet awd of the work being done it will
not be cleared at £6. There are several
ather localities in Western Australia it
would eost half that amount or praetie-
ally nothing to clear where pines would
zrow to equal perfection. I think we
iwre on the wrong track in spending snch
a large ~um of money, allowing it to be
£6 10s. an acre, to prepare it for a pine
forest. The Premier assured us that
Tandlow was selected on the adviee of
Mr, Maefarlane, the head forester, Mr.
Adams and Mr. Port. T will grant that
Mr. Maearlane is as good a judge of
snil as ¢cun he found in the State. but 1
beliove that there are many members in
the Hunse who could. with an equal de-
gree of suceess, select an area for the
bringing inte existence of a pine planta-
tion as the other twn gentlemen. I do
not think etther of them elaims to have
special knowiedre of soils, sueh as are
reqnired for the growing of pines:
therefore, I wizh to endurse the remarks
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of the member for Albany but not in
opposition to pine plantations. I believe
pine forests should be grown in Western
Australia without spending £6, or £7, or
what I feel will be a great deal more,
per acre in order to pet the land ready.
Before leaving the snbjeet of timber
reserves, I wish to say in regard to the
particnlar area of 750,000 acres the
Minister menilioned as being locked up
for future vrequirements, I made in-
quiries with regard to a block of 20,000
granted within the last 10 days to a
timber eompany right on the edge of the
proposed railway from Pinjarra to Mar-
radong.  That proposed railway pgoes
something like 12 miles, [ had hoped
that the Premier in his speech af Bun-
bury wauld make provision for this line
guing at least 20 miles, because we are
laying down lengths of railway 60 or
70 miles in some places, and we are
doing very little in extending that line
to the Williams district to give facili-
ties te people who have been settled
there 40 or 30 years. I was hoping the
Premier wonld give some assistance to
those settlers who have been working
under very bad conditions and many dis-
advantages for so long. However, the
line goes nut a distance of 12 miles, and
just adjacent te it an area of 29,000
acres has been granted to a timber eom-
pany during the last 1¢ days. I have
the Minister’s letter in reply to my in-
quiry whieh was to find out whether
this particular area was included in the
reserve of 750,000 acres, and T find in
the reply this area was originally in- -
tended to be in the reservation but was
excloded and granted to this particular

company.

The Minister for Langds: That is not so.
My, O'LLOGHLEN: The reply I re-
ceived was to this effect—

In reply to your inquiry of the 25th
ultimo. T beg to forward herewith
plan showing, bordered green, blocks
of land. applied for by Messrs. Port,
Honey, & Co., to the East of the flora
ard fanna reserve, Marrinup, and to
state that the area marked “1°' did
come within the original proposed re-
servation of 750,000 acres, but has
been excluded therefrom and granted
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to the applicants together with the

area marked number *2’’ under saw-

milling permit No. 34/11.

The Minister for Lands:
that ¢

Mr. O°LOGHLEN: I cannot make
out what the signatunre is, but is from
the Lands Department.

The Minister for Lands: It is not
mine, I think there is something wrong
abont it.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: There may be some-
thing wrong. I hope there is. If the
Minister has power to wave his band,
like the magician Carter, and deeree that
29,000 acres shall be allotted to this com-
pany there is nothing to stop him from
decreeing that 290,000 acres should go to
them.

The Minister for Lands: It was not
taken out of the reserve.

The Premier: I think it was east of
the reserve.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T want to enter
my protest against the system adopted
by the Depariment in eonnection with
forestry generally. It appears to me that
the Forestry Department are being ab-
sorbed by the Lands Department and that
sufficient attention is not being given to
the industry. The present bunildings in
which the department are honsed are a
disgrace to the Government. Any dealer
in seeond-hand eclothes would not carry
on business in such premises. The office
of the Forestry Department is an eyesore
to pecple coming from elsewhere who
desire to see the exhibits kept there. Even
if it does necessitate his taking his atten-
tion from agriculture for 24 hours, 1
hope the Minister will give attention to
the Forestry Department and see that
better buildings are provided for the head
office. A word with regard to the State
mil! erected last recess in the Marrinup
distriet. I with other members, advo-
cated the erection bf a State mill and was
more than pleased when I saw the Gov-
ernment had launched it in that distriet.
At the same time, however, while I wel-
comed the establishment of the mill I
must deplore the bungling in fitting it up
and  earrving it on. I do not know
= *nr jt was that there were too many

Who signed
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engineers at work, but some say that the
Government desire to see the experiment
a failure and the expenditure mount up
so that they can cease to carry on oper-
ations there. The mill should certainly
be able to do work equal to that of some
of the small private mills, but we find
that, whereas the latter cut 25 loads a
day, the State mill ean only eut seven or
eight. However, there is an improvement
being shown and I am prepared to make
& good deal of allowance, for we were
all small at one time and we had to
grow. It appears that the machinery
in the mill is not up to date, for there
are no modern methods adopted.” The
travelling beneh is a primitive affair con-
sisting of two trucks held up by 7 x 7
oregon; in addition other pertions of
the plant are obsolete. I was there a
few weeks ago and what impressed me
was the bad position in which the mill
is erected. It is not on a good site, there
are no winches to get the timber into the
shed, and men with kangaroo “jacks”
have to try and foree the logs uphill. In
such cireumstances the venture cannot be
a snceess and the expenditure will mount
up. I hope the Goernment will give at-
tention to the work of overhauling the
plant and bringing it up to date. The
quality of the timber there is excellent,
averaging as it does something like 80 per
cent., and in such eircursstances no diffi-
enlty should be experienced in making a
suecess of the venture. In no enterprise
in Western Australia is there a better
opportunity provided for good results
being shown than in eonneetion with the
State sawmill. T hope this branch of
the industry will receive the attention of
the Government and that the mill will be
brought wp to date for, in its present in-
efficient state, it is unfair to the manager.
I do not know whether that gentleman
has managed mills in the past and I make
no charge of incompeteney against him.
T know that Mr. Davis is a timber ex-
pert and has a better knowledge of tim-
ber than most men, I make no indict-
ment against him as manacer. for he has
only heen in charge a little time. It is
not fair to him to provide him with faulty
tools and had machinery and ask him to
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turn out a fair quantity of timber or a
creditable output. I want the whole of
the plant to be overhauled, for this branch
of State enterprise has great pessibilities
in the future. A subject which I have
given a gleat deal of attention to and
w!nch T think should be advanced further
in Western Australia than in any other
State, is the establishment of workmen’s
homes. Perhaps there are many Minis-
terial supporters who will not agree that
the Government should be landlords. In
New Zealand, however, the experiment of
establishing workmen's homes has been
tried, while in South Australia only a
fortnizht ago a Bill was passed for the
purpose of establishing snch homes so
88 to give the great bulk of the people a
better opportunity to live happy lives
and in better surroundings than they
have had in the past.

Mr. Walker: They have them even in
Sydney.
Mr. OLOGHLEN: But not on such

a great seale. Nothing contributes more
to the grinding poverty of the people of
the Siate, the factory workers and the
people of large towns, than the excessive
rents the masses have to pay. They are
charged exorbitant rents for what in
many eases are tumble-down rookeries,
that is in the populous centres, and it
would be 2 good step if the Guvernment,
seeing that we have so large an area of
country and so much timber—a greal deal
of which now goes intv the fire at the
different mills—and seeing that we now
have the State sawmill, owned by the peo-
ple, turned this timber to good account
by establishing workmen’s homes.
dreds of these homes could be established
and people engaged in the various in-
dustries would be given a better chance
in life. .\ workable scheme should be
brought down. T do not expeet the pre-
sent Government to do it. but they might
pave the way. as they have gone so far
in the direction of State socialism. hy
establishing a State sawmill. If they do
this T feel <ure they will have the support
of the people. The workers in the vari-
ous industries are having rather a had
time when thex approach either the Arbi-

tration Conrt, or other tribunals, in order

Han- '
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to have conditions of pay, eteetera, fixed.
At times they have had to suffer heavy
reductions owing to the awards of the
various eourts. These awards would not
have heen felt so severely were it not
for the great exections owing to the heavy
rents the workers have to pay. As New
Zealand and Sounth Australia have blazed
the track in regard to the establishment
of these homes, the Government should
not hesitate to initiate a system of that
kind here at once, so as to give Govern-
ment employees and the outside public
an opportunity to do a little better for
themselves,

Mr. Collier: But that would not he en-
conraging capital.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I listened with
considerable interest to the remarks of
the Minister for Mines on the question of
capital. He seems to be under the im-
pression that a ecapitalist is a very shy
bird, but my knowledge of the capitalist
and wealthy corporations is that they will
go to any locality or district where they
can get a fair return for the money they
have invested. I am not going to worry
myself much as to the capitalist’s position.
for he can look after himself. With re-
eand to the matters dealt with in the
disenssion on the Address-in-Reply, it bas
been noticeable that some at{ention has
been paid to the question of immigration.
However, T will not labour that question
to-night. Tt is hardly worth while saying
much on the Address-in-Reply for little
attention is paid by any Government to
erievanees bronght forward in the eomrse
of that debate. All T have to say on the
question of immigration is that T am not
altogether convinced that we are adopt-
ing the best policy. T will not, like some
niembers, congratulate the Premier on
the splendid work he has done in the
old comtry, for the results are not mani-
fest vet. although possibly thev may be
later an.  Certainly some injury was done
hy the Premier’s visil in one partienlar
and that is that Parliament was not called
together early owing to his absence. Some
say he was awav looking for Imperial
distinetions, but T do not think that was
the case; the fact remains, however, that,
owing to the absence of the Premier,
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Parliament was bung up. Here we adopt
a different system from the other States;
we have a one-man Government, and
when that one man goes away it is im-
possible, evidently, for the Ministry Lo
call Parliament together or to transact
the business of the country. The Acting
Premier made an heroie effort, during his
brief occupation of the Premier’s chair.
to do as much as he eould to establish
himself in the favour of the publie. 1
remember reading his utterances of the
past three or four months with regard to
the Transcontinental railway.

Mr. Scaddan: He was only kite flying.

My. O’'LLOGHLEN : Tt was nothing
else. He had no authority from the peo-
ple or from the House to say that the
Government were in favour of launching
out in the expenditure of two millions
to run a railway from Kalgoorlie to the
South Austealian border.

Mr. Seaddan: He was guite safe. he
knew Sonth Australia would not consent.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 7Yes. The Fisher
Government will construet the line and
when the next elections come on the Fed-
eral Labour party will perhaps elaim
some eredit for huilding it, and then Mr.
Wilson will be able to adopt the attitude
he has often taken in the past and say
that he bluffed the Government into the
course they took. The Aecting Premier
particuiarly eondemned JMr. King O"™Mal-
ley for what he termed his land-grab
policy,

Me. Collier: He will survive if.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Kings have survived
greater condemunation than that before.
T am iuclined to approve of the Federal
Minister’s attitude. I do not look on it
as a land-grab policy, for it is for the
people of Australia, It is not to be
loocked npon as an ordinary land-grab
or coneession or privileze to any particu-
lar eompany. Mr. King O'Malley sug-
gested that 25 miles on each side of the
railway shonld he given to the Common-
‘wealth and that this would facilitate and
expedite the constrnetion of the railway.
As a taxpayer of the Commonwealth I
am not particular which governing body
has eharge of my property. Personally,
I would rather see the Commonwealth
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have it. for if so they would keep
the fee simple of that land, which is now
valueless but might become valuable later
on; whereas 1 feav the present Govern-
ment wonld dispose of the land to a land
company or privale individual. The
policy of immigration has been meu-
tioned very much during this debate. I
want to say that coming into contact
with some of the immicrants, I om con-
vinced that a great number of them have
no intention of going on the land. The
very day [ was elected tor Forrest, no
fewer than 12 of them went to vne timber
station in search of work, while [ met
others who were going to different locali-
ties {o eompete with the wage earners in
the South-West. 1 met several in fthe
Bridgetown distriet who told me that 107
of them had arrived in the one boat, and
they added they had been offered work in
Perth bui that they did not take it. [
asked them what wages they had been of-
fered, and they replied 6s. This had been
offered to them by a nurseryman in Perth,
a man who apparently was taking ad-
vantage of thebr iznorance of the coun-
try's condilions, There are scores who
are competing with the workers in the

‘Stote, and who have no intention what-

ever of goiug on the land. I do not pro-
pose tu deal further with that subject,
hecause after all it would be indulging
in some little repetition and the Premiar
has suggested there may be a  befter
scheme -adopted in futnre for bringing
immigrants to the conntry. 1 hope that
a scheme will be adepted. The type of
immigrants coming here is not the same
ax the old stock who came a few genera-
tions ago. Those who are arviving at the
present time have not a knowledge of
agricultural pursuits, and they are not in
the positivu to adapt themselves to cir-
eumstances, or fto dv pioneering i the
agricultural or other centres. A great
number come out as agricultural labour-
ers, and before they pass munster in the
ol ecuntry they arve snpposed te show
that they have had agrieultural experi-
ence. I have been informed by svme uf
them that all it is necessary to do is to o
to a farmer, get employment for abomt

a week, and then obtain a reference. A
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pumber of these people have had only a
couple of weeks’ experience and it seems
that the reference they get for this work
is sufficient to enable them to secure a
passage out as agricultural labourers, and
when they arrive here they have no in-
tention of making a living ount of the land.
Na doubt the Premier has done good
work but we will have to wait a few
months for evidence of that. I have read
reports in  different journals of the
speeches the 1’remier made, and the im-
pression he created. 1 read recently in
a leading journal published in Australia
an account of a banquet whieh was ten-
dered to ibe Premier; T forget whether it
was at the Fishmongers’ Hall, or where
it was. There were among the company
present, the Earl of (rewe, Lord Rose-
bery, Sir George Reid, and Sir Newtan
J. Moore,

Mr, Colljer:
lot!

Mr, 'LOGHLEN: This jonrnal deals
with the speeches made by the different
speakers. . The Earl of Crewe was fivst,
Lord Rosehery seeond, Sir George Reid
third, and our Premier last. In dealing
with the Premier’s remarks it says—

(ireat capabilities in that

After those gentlemen had spoken’

- the Premier of Western Australia was
called upon. The uprising of Lienten-
ant-Colonel Sir Newton J. Moore,
Prime Minister of Western Australia,
caused a commoiion. In megaphonie
tones he shouted involved remarks
abont Western Australia. A eab horse
in the neighbouring street bolted, and
the driver threatened to sue the West-
ralian. The Premier of Western
Australia spoke longer than all the
olher speakers put together,

There is no doubt in my mind that after
his experience at that weeting he created
an improssion in England. T have no de-
sire to take up move time, but 1 just want
to say that I appreciate the aetion of
Ministers on the other side of the House
in going info my electorate just recently
for the purpose of placing the Govern-
ment poliev before my constituents. T
am perhaps the newest man from the
ecountry. I have been to my electors at a
later daie than any other member in this
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Houvse, and notwithstanding the heavy
cannons that the Minisiry poured in, rol-
withstanding all the opposition that was
shown, 1 managed to squeeze home. T
do not know whether the Premier would
have gone out to the different centres if
Ite had heen in the State, but at least
forr Ministers of the Crown put in an
appearance in that electorate. Tt was
said in some quarters (hat the Treasurer
was anxious to annex that £25 to aseist
the revenne, THowever, we find in the
centres visited by two of the Ministers,
the .\ttorney General and the Aecting
I'vemier, and in the other centres visited
by the mewber tor Nelson, and vet other
centres visited by the Minister for Agri-
culture and ilie Minister for Mines, that
in these cenires where 400 votes were
polled only eight of them were recorded
tor the Guvernment eandidate. The
Ministers should eongratulate themselves
on their persuasive powers, I desire to
say that I took exception then, and I take
exeeption now, to the statement made by
the Acting Premier at Nanga Brook, and
he is vather reckless when he is on the
stump and not partienlar how he mis-
represents—that the timber workers of
Forrest were instrucied not to go to the
meefings of my oppenent, and not 1o
have anything to do with the Government
poliey, that they were instrueted to go to
the poll and give an overwhelming vote
for lahour. I desive to say that no sueh
instruetions were given, and the Aecting
Premier koows that full well if he will
admit the faet. No doubt there are a
great number who perhaps will not have
a kindly feeling towards the electors in
a particalar distriet which shows such
decided partiality for any particular
party. The electoxrs of Forrest showed
in an unmistakable manner their opinion
of the policy of this side of the House,
and T suppose they also wanted to show
that they vesented the tacties adopted by
not ouly the members of the Ministry
but by some of the journals supporting
them thronghout Western Australia. It is
only a little while since one journal, and
I believe the Premier is interested in it,
deseribed all timber workers in Western

Australin, men who coniribute very
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largely to the prosperity of the State, ns
gypsies without any aim or objeet in life.

The Premier: [ have been as good a
friend to them as yvou have been.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am speaking of
the attitude of the journal which eiren-
lates in the distriet which veturns the
Premier to Parliament. T do not say
that that jowrnal exercises great infuence,
but I say it ill becomes it to appeal to the
eleetors of Forvest to return a supporter
of the Government after the manner in
which, only some seven weeks befdre, they
had written these electors down as gypsies
and wanderers, and as men who were not
to be trusted. Another journal a little
while ago published a paragraph dealing
with the prosperity of the town, and the
good order which was being maintained
and said that notwithstanding the faet
that a large number of timber hewers
were in town during the previous four
days there was an entire absence of crime.
I believe that the timber workers through-
out those centres resented being called
gypsies, and they have shown in the past
that they are able to give attention to
political subjects, and are in a position
to exereise an intelligent vote as other
communities in Western Australia. The
Acting Premier speaking at Nanga Brook
admitted that the profits of the eompany
had inereased, and that the position of
the workers had also improved, and that
there was evidence of prosperity on all
hands. T will admit that the position
is tmproved, and I will admit that things
are more prosperous than they were three
or four years azo. but the eondition of
the men to day is far from satisfactory in
many centres. At the same time there is
a vast improvement eompared to the con-
dition of things three years .ago. The
Acting Premier denounced members on
this side of the House, yet there iz one
among thein whe has done perhaps more
than any other man io improve the posi-
tion of the workers in the timber in-
dustry. The Acting Premier went so far
as to say that the increases earned by
these men in the South-West were ob-
tained through the efforts of the Premier.
I do not think the Premier would make
snch a preposterous claim as that. The
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reason for the «increase obtained by the
men and the improvement which is so
marked to-day is owing to the faet that
the men have at last resolved to be Joyal
to themselves.  They have builf up an
organisation which is the strongest finan-
cially in Western Australia, and they can
command respect and attention, and it is
the men’s own efforts wlich are respon-
sible for the improved position of the
industry to-day. Oue word more with re-
gard to the exception from the Gover-
nor’s Speech on the subject of a proposed
amendment to the Arbitration Aet. It
is not necessary to labour this subject,
but I hope the Government will consider
the matter apart from other items of
policy, and I hope they will bring in an
amendment during this session in order
to do away with the friction which exists,
and the unsatisfactory state of affairs
at the present time. We as a party on
this side of the House are 'accused of
taking up an attitude that is diametri-
cally opposed to that which we took up
a few years ago. My opponents have
taunted me, as they have taunted us all
on this side, with the faet that while wa
advoeate athitration yet we will not com-
ply with the awards. I want to say again
that the Arbitration Act as it at present
exists, is not what the Labour party asked
for. There were only seven members of
the Labour party when the measure was
placed on the statute hook, Efforts
were made in 1904 to amend the Act so
as to make it a more workable measure,
but they failed. Sinee then, the present
Government have made no attempt to
amend the Aet in the necessary direction.
The leader of the Opposition has referred
to an incident of three or four weeks ago
by which owing to a legal technieality,
and a roling given by Mr. Justice Burn-
side, the whole of the timber industry
was demoralised for three days, and.some-
thing like 2,000 workers were idle through
no fanlt of their own. ¥When we see that
the Aet is faulty and does not work with
that smoothness it should do, it is the
doty of the Government to make the an-

nouncement that thevy are prepared
to amend it, and do away with

the differences that are ecausing so
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moch  uprest in Western Australia.
The Judges and the people right through
Western Australia, employers and em-
ployees alike, are complaining of the
Aet, vet no attempt is being made to
rectify the grievances brought along,
Now, just a word in 1egard to another
industrial measure—and I am sorry the

Government are uneglecting to sneh a
large extent measures on (e statute-

hook or which should be there in the in-
terest of the workers. 1 wish to refer Lo
the Workers' Compensation Act, though
not to make any lengthy reference to it;
hecause in a few weeks’ time we will
have it betore us, when we can speak to
it with undivided attention. .An effort
was made during last session to have the
Acel amended, and the chief hostility
shown on the Government side of the
House was to the proclamation of diseases
eommon to miners in this State—ihat

men suffering from phthisis, and other

ailments, owing to working in ill-venti-
lated mines should be included in this
Act. Apart from that some effort shonld
be made to increase the amount paid to
the relatives of a breadwinner in the case
of a fatal accident. I was reading the
vther day in a jomrnal very favourably
disposed towards the Government—T re-
fer to the Mining and Engineering Jour-
nal.—of the case of a widow at Gwalin
whose husband had bLeen killed in the
mine. and who placed her case in the
hands of a solicitor, making a elaim for
£2,000. The journal pointed ont how
foolish an action it was on the part of
the widow, seeing that if she had re-
frained from engaging a solicitor and
had aceepted £500—avhieh would have
been £100 more than is provided for in
the Act—she wonld have heen amply
compensated for her loss. Personaily, T
do not think £400 enongh, and I hope
that members on the Government side
will show a little more generosity and
liberality in dealing with this industrial
measure. and that they will agree to
bring it np to the standard observed in
the old country. I read a few days ago
of the instanee of a man who, witnessing
an accident while in the employ of a
private firm, died from shock. He was
not actually engaged at work at the time,
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yet the court held that the tirm by whom
he was employed would have to pay com-
pensation. We bave not got anywlere
near that in this country. Our JAet lags
far behind thati of the old country, and
1 hope the Ministry will bring it up te
date, and veplace it on the statute-book in
in au amended forn. One section which [
hope will be umended is that relating
te the period which wust elapse betore
compensation is paid, Under the Aet as
it exists to-day a man has to be laid
aside for a fortnight hetore his compen-
saftion starts or he receives any payment
at all. I say ve logical argument can be
advanced as to why the worker should Le
a fortnight off betore receiving a penny
of eompeunsation. That is the worst fort-
night lhe has to put up with, and we say
that is the time during which he should
receive most compenzation. T {rust we
will he ahle to hring our Aef into line
with the Enelish law by making com-
pensation payable from the date of the
aceident.  There are other matters with
whieh I conld deal, bnt I will bave op-
portunity when the Estimates are under
dizcussion, Partieularly do [ wish to re-
fer to snhjects counected with hospitals
and pnblic health, However, it is not my
intention now to take up more time; but
I hope that when particular measures are
bronght down, eontentions measnres some
of them. Ministers will he able to give
some information as to the eourse they
intend to ndopt, and we will see that
some improvement is to be made in our
lezislation, T purposely curtail my re-
marks because | helieve, as I said at the
outset. that the debate on the Address-in-
Replv does not provide a fitting opportn-
nity for dealing with many matters that
require the attention of the Government.
Beeanse after all, no matter how ecare-
fully a man may prepare his utterances,
no matter what the faets at his command,
Ministerial attention is not given to any
speaker while speaking on the Address-
in-Reply. I have listened to different
Ministers and members on the opposite
side of the Honse doring the last few
days. I recollect that the member for
Roebourne at least a dozen times nrged
the Minister to make a note of a partien-
lar request; vet I do not think the Minis-
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ter, nor, indeed, many others, tovk the
slirhtest votive of Lim.  However, the
time will conie during the next few weeks
wheu, [ hope, atiention will be given to
variens matters to be introdu('ed. =neh
as the Licensing Bill, the redistribution
of seats, and olher measures fore-
shadowed in the Governor's Speech. [
only desire to say I hope there will be
no undue haste, even if the House has to
sit loby after Christmas to make up lost
tine, the time during which Ministers
have been tonring the conutry instead of
mecting Parliamment. ] lhope even if we
have to make up this lost timoe we will
give proper attention to the various mea-
sures, that we will eritieise them, amend
them, and make them more workable in
the interests of the people of the State.

On motion by Mr, (arson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.7 p.n.

Legislative Hsscmbly,
Wt‘dﬁeodrty, 10t August, 1910,

Paus

Papars presented | s 28
Question«: Lund uvailable, Victoria dis rict ... 213
Railway Overbend Bridge, Fremantle LM
Secondary School He dmaster ... . . 25
Railway rolling stock hired - . ... 296
Blackboy industry ]
Railway Advisory Board, appomtment I
Liguor Revenue eturns ... . 6
Ioeuve of nbrence ... .. 2dd
?ern Royal Commisston, Collie ... ]
Bill: Geraldton Municipal (fas Supp]y, ) P
Addres--in-Reply, sisth day ... L. 2

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4,30 p.m.. and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Attorney General: Regulations
made under Edueation Aet.

By the Premier: 1, Reports ef the
Public Service (‘'ommissioners on Aeconnts
and Stores. 2, By-laws under “The Met-
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ropolitan  Water Supply, Sewerage. and
Drainage Aet. 19097 3, By-laws of the
Wituua Roads Bouvd. 4, By-laws of the
Municipality of Busselton. 35, Copies of
Orders in Council under Section 35 of
“The Audit Act”™ 6, Poundage Fees
agreed to Ly the Cottesloe Beach Road
Board.

QUESTION—LAXD AVAILABLE,
VIUTORIA DISTRICT.

Mr. 8. F. MOORE asked the Minister
for Lands: When is it intended to throw
open third-class lands in the Vietoria
distriet for selection nnder conditional
purehase conditions?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Lands} veplied : On the 1Gth instant,
vide notice now appearing in the Goreiy-
went Gazelte,

QUESTION--RAILWAY OVERHEAD
BRIDGE, FREMANTLE.

Mr. ANGWIXN asked the Minister for
Hailways: When ix it the intention of
the Government to proveed with the eree-
tion af a brilze over the railway from

Bdward-sireet to the wharl at Fre-
mantle?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS

replied: The Commissioner advises that
this bridge is not required for railway
purposes, and he does not propose asking
for aunthioriiy for its erection.

QUESTION — SECONDARY SCHOOL
HEADMASTER.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Minister for
Edueatiem: 1, Is it true that a person
from outside the State has been ap-
peinted as headmaster of the Secondary
Schovl? 2, If su, has the appointee had
any previous experience as a headmaster?
3, Is there no member of the staff of the
Education Department or of any seeond-
ary school here qualified for the posi-
tiont 4, In, what were the local eandi-
dates inferior—scholarship or capacity
to organise and confrel a new insfitn-
tion ?



